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Roseannadanna might have said about 
the recent history of the workshop, “It’s 
always something.  If it’s not a hurricane, 
it’s a global pandemic.”  With two of the 
three previously scheduled workshops 
cancelled, many of this year’s participants, 
eager to get to work, arrived at Mathews 
Arm Campground by midday on Friday, 
September 17.  And they found plenty of 
work awaiting them.  There was firewood 
to be hauled and split, tools to be gathered 
from the PATC North District tool caches, 
and other tasks to be completed in advance 
of the workshop. By dusk, all but a handful 
of this year’s 29 participants had set up their 
tents (or hammocks), cooked their dinners, 
and gathered around a roaring campfire to 
greet newcomers and share tales of a lost 
year.

SNP North District Trail 
Maintainers Workshop 
Article by David Nebhut
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Cindy Ardecki repairing the tread for side hilling 
Photo by Ruth Stornetta

REMINDER:
Register online for the virtual 2021 Annual Meeting!

www.patc.net/2021AnnualMeeting 
Tuesday, November 16 | 7:00 PM on Zoom

Guest Speaker: Professor Mills Kelly, Ph.D., George Mason University  

We will have the privilege of being joined by special guest speaker, Mills Kelly, Ph.D., 
professor of history at George Mason University. He will be presenting on the 

topic of his book, “Virginia’s Lost Appalachian Trail”, about the original route the Trail took 
between Roanoke and Damascus.

We look forward to celebrating the remarkable accomplishments of our members and 
volunteers together. We hope you can join us!
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We have a great deal to reflect on 
as we enter this time of gratitude 

and thanksgiving. While this year 
has had its challenges, the Club has 
been fortunate to be able to conduct 
many of our normal activities as we 
continually strive towards furthering 
our mission. We are also pleased to 
have received many generous donations 
this year that allow us to complete 
important projects. Most recently, 
we were able to combine funds from 
NEEF (the National Environmental 
Education Foundation) and REI Co-op 
to make significant improvements to 
the road at Blackburn Trail Center. 
In related news, the North Chapter 
received materials and funding from 
the Appalachian National Scenic Trail 
office to reconstruct the destroyed AT 
bridge over Antietam Creek at the Old 
Forge picnic area. We are incredibly 
grateful for the continual support that 
we receive from our donors and partner 
organizations! 

We are also very fortunate to have 
strong partnerships. Several of our 
District Managers as well as numerous 
other volunteers recently helped to 
complete the Turkey Run C-1 Step 
Project at the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway. The purpose of the 
project was to connect the C-1 parking 
area at Turkey Run Park to the Potomac 
Heritage Trail, traversing a steep and 
previously dangerous slope down to 
the Potomac River. This undertaking 
demonstrates a true partnership between 
the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway, the National Park Service, and 
PATC. We are honored to have been 

involved in this project!
On September 18, Nancy Doyle, 

Supervisor of Marketing, and I debuted 
our Spanish-English information sheet 
at the RioPalooza Family-Friendly 
River Festival in the George Washington 
and Jefferson National Forest. We 
met representatives from Hispanic 
organizations participating in the event 
who expressed interest in exploring 
collaboration with the Club. We look 
forward to continuing to broaden our 
outreach!

In early October, we launched 40 
PATC trail maps and 6 map bundles on 
the Avenza map app. We are thrilled 
to have these maps available to our 
members and hiking enthusiasts in a 
digital format, and hope that it will enable 
even more individuals to enjoy the many 
day hikes located within driving distance 
of the DC Metro area. We encourage 
you to check out the map offerings at the 
following: www.patc.net/AvenzaMaps 

On November 16, we will hold our 
2021 Annual Meeting virtually on 
Zoom. We look forward to celebrating the 
many accomplishments of our passionate 
and dedicated volunteers who truly 
embody the spirit and mission of PATC. 
We will also have the privilege of hearing 
from Professor Mills Kelly, Ph.D., of 
George Mason University, who will share 
with us some of the fascinating research 
and photos from his book, Virginia’s Lost 
Appalachian Trail. If you have not yet 
registered, you can do so online at www.
patc.net/2021AnnualMeeting. We hope 
you can join us for what is sure to be a 
very momentous occasion!

Our chapters continue to stay 
active with hikes and work trips. The 

Charlottesville Chapter has enjoyed the 
cooler weather and camaraderie on hikes 
at McAfee Knob and Tinker Cliffs. The 
Southern Shenandoah Valley Chapter 
took in the beautiful fall foliage on recent 
hikes on Chimney Hollow Trail and 
Crawford Knob Trail. They also continue 
to conduct maintenance on Crawford 
Knob Trail, which they rehabilitated 
in June, thanks to a significant amount 
of time, effort, and care. If you are 
interested in getting involved in your 
local chapter, we invite you to visit our 
website to learn more. Information can be 
found at www.patc.net/chapters 

In early fall, our shelter crews 
completed two large projects. They 
finished work at the Pogo Campground 
privy, a particularly arduous undertaking 
as it involved carrying in all materials 0.5 
miles to the site. The privy is now open 
to the public, thanks to the efforts and 
manpower of Henry Horn and his team. 
They also dismantled the old Dick’s 
Dome shelter, tearing the shelter down 
to the base, which they will leave as a 
tent platform, pending approval from the 
proper authorities. 

We look forward to finishing the year 
on a strong note and celebrating all the 
meaningful projects completed along 
the way. Thank you for your continued 
support and for the dedication and 
passion you bring to helping execute our 
mission.

Until next time, we wish you and 
yours a very Happy Thanksgiving. Please 
stay healthy and see you on the trails! 

From the President’s Pen By Joe Lombardo

Joe Lombardo
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Dawn came early, and hot coffee 
from a propane-fired coffeemaker 
helped clear the cobwebs. By 9:00 
A.M., the 29 participants were joined by 
SNP trail professionals Tim High and 
Julia Rowan for the all-important safety 
briefing.

Two-thirds of the participants had 
little or no trail-maintenance experience, 
so we formed two trail-basics crews, 
two crews of novices, and an advanced 
crew.  Tim and Julia led a crew of 
four down Heiskell Hollow Trail and 
introduced them to the art of keeping a 
trail clear while maintaining its natural 
feel.  Tom Troutman led a novice crew 
on the AT just north of Compton Peak.  
They added 13 check dams, rebuilt 
two waterbars and added one new one.  
They also worked on two sets of steps.  
Working nearby was the advanced 
crew under the leadership of District 
Managers Noel Freeman and Wayne 
Limberg. That crew installed a new set 
of stone stairs and two waterbars to help 
protect original Civilian Conservation 
Corps stone cribwork along the trail. 
Two “Hi Powered” (sic) buckets 
purchased from Walmart the day 
before were unable to keep pace with 
the hard-working crews on Compton, 

ending the day with significant gaps in 
their dirt- holding ability. Fortunately, 
both buckets held together long enough 
to complete the day’s work. Jim 
Fetig led the other trail-basics crew 
to a badly eroded section of the AT up 
Pass Mountain, where they got a crash 
course on building and maintaining 
erosion-control structures.  By day’s 
end, their accomplishments included 
installing four check dams, seven new 
waterbars, a rolling grade dip, and the 
rehabilitation of 42 existing structures.  
Cindy Ardecki and David Nebhut led 
the other novice crew on Elkwallow 
Trail, where they sidehilled 100 yards 
of trail that was slipping down the 
mountain and installed a new rolling 
grade dip.  

By late afternoon, all five crews 
returned to Mathews Arm Campground 
and cleaned up as well as possible 
in anticipation of the dinner that our 
long-time chef Mark Nebhut, ably 
assisted by his brother Bruce, had in 
store.  After appetizers, Mark and Bruce 
presented a feast of barbecued chicken, 
collard greens, macaroni and cheese, 
and cornbread.  The workshop veterans, 
who have enjoyed Mark’s cooking for 

nearly 15 years, alerted the newcomers 
that electing for seconds risked not 
having room for the fudge brownies, 
lovingly made from an old Nebhut-
family recipe.  

Sunday morning dawned clear 
and warm.  After a breakfast of 
fruit, scrambled eggs, bagels, and 
homemade sausage, participants had 
the opportunity to attend two of three 
tutorial sessions.  Noel Freeman led 
a session on proper use and care of 
the power weeder, Jim Fetig led a 
session on using a crosscut saw, and 
Tom Troutman led a session on how to 
build a rolling grade dip. The workshop 
concluded with a hearty lunch.

For over 30 years, the PATC North 
District Hoodlums have organized 
a September workshop.  The 
primary objective of the workshop 
is to introduce newcomers to the 
rewards of trail maintenance and 
provide experienced maintainers the 
opportunity to hone their skills.  By 
that standard, the 2021 workshop was 
a rousing success: within a week of the 
workshop, five participants committed 
to maintaining a trail in Shenandoah 
National Park. 

SNP North District Trail Maintainers Workshop

Tom Troutman identifying the perfect 
spot for a rolling grade dip 
Photo by Ruth Stornetta

Tim High and Chad Barger 
contemplate their next move 
Photo by Andy Bernat

Staircase under construction 
Photo by Mike Gergley

Continued from Cover Page
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Members of George Mason 
Engineers for International 

Development completed construction 
of a replacement bridge in the 
Elizabeth Furnace Day Use Area 
of the George Washington and 
Jefferson National Forest.  The 
work was done in cooperation with 
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club via 
procurement, tools, onsite support, 
and lunches by District Manager 
John Stacy, Stephanie Danahy, and 
trail maintainer Glenn Palatini.  The 
work trip reports show 1051 work 
hours and 322 travel hours over 10 
GMU/PATC days and 12 more PATC 
days in 7 weeks.  There were several 
additional support days with Forest 
Service assistance for dead tree felling 

and utility terrain vehicle transport.  
As a standard Forest Service design, 
the bridge is built with large, heavy 
wood components (many custom-
milled), heavy steel reinforcements, 
and hardware purchased to formal 
specs.  The bridge location is 0.4 miles 
from the nearest vehicle parking.  So 
each step was significantly harder than 
many bridge efforts.  Despite these 
challenges, all problems were solved 
with enthusiasm and thoughtfulness.  
The end result is strikingly impressive.  
The work is funded through a 
grant from the National Wilderness 
Stewardship Alliance, through direct 
support from the Forest Service, and 
by the PATC trails budget.  There were 
also support hours through welding 

work at George Mason University.  
The work accomplished these goals 

as noted in the proposal:
1. The bridge enables access to  

 the 71 mile Massanutten  
 National Recreation Trail, the  
 250 mile Tuscarora Trail, a local  
 8 mile loop hike, and a 5 mile  
 summit hike.

2. It maintains bridge access to trail  
 mileages of 5 to 250 miles.

3. It eliminates backlog substantially  
 in excess of $21,737.  The work  
 took far more hours and cost more   
 than anticipated, but these   
 challenges were overcome.

4. It involved more than 20   
 volunteers. 

George Mason Engineers for International 
Development Replace Elizabeth Furnace 
Bridge Article and photos by John Stacy

The old bridge

Members of the GMU EfID team on the new bridge 
just before completion

GMU EfID team during construction

The new bridge
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Morgan Run Trail is only 2 miles 
long but, boy, does it have its 

challenges. The trail is mostly on an 
old roadbed that crossed and re-
crossed Morgan Run Creek on its way 
up the hill to meet the Massanutten 
South trail. District Manager Paul 
Boisen requested help from the 

Cadillac Crew. When the crew arrived 
on Saturday, September 25, a spring 
flowed down the trail for 40 feet and 
a stream crossing was so treacherous 
that crew co-leader Ellen Feer spent 
the day working below the crossing 
rather than attempt it. Right near the 

trailhead, was a section of trail that 
badly needed side-hilling and tread 
work, and, from start to finish, the trail 
needs a good trim. The crew tackled a 
few other projects over the weekend, 
but these four have made the biggest 
difference in upgrading the condition 
of the Morgan Run trail so now it is 
definitely worth the walk! The run is 
full of pools and waterfalls, definitely 
a diamond waiting for a little polish.

Bill Greenan, Gwen Grisham, and 
Russ Strosnider created an entrance 
to a newly cut section of trail, building 
a crib wall ramp four feet high and 15 
feet long to get hikers up 30 feet of 
new, full bench side-hilled trail. Crew 
co-leader, Dan Feer, Janet Arici, 
Brian Napier, Amanda Alleyne, 
Peter Haupt, Ellen Shaw, and Aidan 
Badhwar moved rocks, duff, and roots 
to get down to the stable mineral soil 
that ensures a durable tread.

Just past the new section of trail is 
the first stream crossing. On Sunday 

Ellen led the task of installing a series 
of stepping stones so she and other 
apprehensive hikers would be able 
to cross the stream and finish the 
hike. She recruited Bill, Gwen, Dan 
Wooley, Russ and Debbie Strosnider, 
and Chris and Erica Glembocki to 
finesse some really big rocks into 
place, replacing a treacherous crossing 
with a couple hops and a skip. 

On up the trail, Paul, Kirsten 
Elowsky, Chris Glembocki, Dan 
Wooley, Molly McKInley, Amanda, 
Ian Page and others swam upstream 
to find the source of the spring that had 

made the path its home, and in pretty 
short order created a new path for the 
water directly across the trail and down 
into Morgan Run. Snorkels are no 
longer required for this section of trail. 
From this point on the trail, Debbie 
walked back toward the trailhead, 
lopping as she went, and Tysha 
Robinson started at the trailhead and 
worked up. Both ended the day with 

The spring in the trail 
Photo by Kirsten Elowsky

Brian Napier side-hilling 
Photo by Bill Greenan

Morgan Run Trail—A Gem 
By Dan and Ellen Feer

Continued on page 6

Chris Glembocki, Bill Greenan, Dan 
Wooley, Gwen Grisham, Ellen Feer, 
Peter Haupt, Russ Strosnider, Erica 
Glembocki, and Debbie Strosnider 
clearing the old ford of debris 
Photo by Kirsten Elowsky

Debbie Strosnider, Ellen Feer, Bill 
Greenan, and Dan Wooley selecting 
stepping stones 
Photo by Gwen Grisham

Gwen Grisham, Janet Arici, Dan Feer, 
and Debbie Strosnider build the crib 
wall 
Photo by Bill Greenan
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Continued from Page 5

sore arms and we all appreciated the 
easier walk back with the Mountain 
Laurel pushed back and the way clear.

The crew looks forward to returning 
to this beautiful section of the George 
Washington National Forest to help 
improve the trails in the area.  The 
crew is thankful to Camp Overlook in 
Keezletown, Virginia, for once again 
letting the crew use their facilities for 
a base camp and to Paul for delivering 
high quality challenges. 

The Cadillac Crew and district 
manager: Dan Feer, Ian Page, Ellen 
Feer, Tysha Robinson, Peter Haupt, 
Debbie Strosnider, Dan Wooley, Chris 
Glembocki, Russ Strosnider, Paul 
Boisen, Aiden Badhwar, and Ellen Shaw 
Photo by Kirsten Elowsky

Erica Glembocki, Amanda Alleyne, 
Kirsten Elowsky, and Debbie Strosnider 
think they see something 
Photo by Janet Arici

Morgan Run Trail—A Gem

Maryland Hike Series Celebrates Forthcoming 
7th Edition of  
“Hikes in the Washington Region, Part A” 
By Larry Broadwell

One of the staples of PATC’s hiking
library, the classic guide to trails 

in Maryland to the north and west of 
DC, is about to appear in a new edition 
of “Hikes in the Washington Region: 
Part A.” To celebrate the new edition, 
co-writers William Needham and Larry 
Broadwell, in cooperation with the 
Sierra Club’s Potomac Region Outings 
section, are leading group hikes over 
routes in the guide each month. They 
began in July with the first group hike 
to explore new trails in Patuxent River 
State Park, then trekked to multiple gold 
mining sites on the Maryland side of 
Great Falls in August. On September 
24 they covered 4.6 miles of trails 
in Montgomery County’s Brookside 
Gardens and Wheaton Regional Park.

Mirroring contents of the first 
half of the guide, initial hikes will be 
relatively easy and near the Capital 
Beltway. As the series continues with 
the second half of guidebook entries, 
hikes will be farther out, longer, and 
over more challenging terrain. One, in 
Cunningham Falls State Park, features 
arduous ascents as well as a bushwhack 

on which the writers say it will be 
difficult to get lost but more difficult to 
avoid marsh and briars that may leave 
lasting memories. The longest hike, 
from Gathland State Park on South 
Mountain, follows the AT, C&O Canal 
and connections through Harpers Ferry 
to the National Park Visitor Center 
outside the town. For more on the 
monthly series of “Part A” hikes in 
Maryland, go to https://www.meetup.
com/sierrapotomac/events/

Reflecting on their field work, which 
required more than a year’s preparation 
for the 7th edition, the writers recalled 
frustrations over what seemed to 
be promising trails that didn’t quite 
work for the book. Some required 
road walks or crossings deemed too 
dangerous or were boring. Others had 
too much mountain bike traffic, or 
just not enough interesting natural and 
cultural sites to make the cut. A couple 
entries required juggling schedules 
and changing plans as park managers 
altered trails. Several routes required 
multiple walks to confirm distance 
measurements, turns at junctions, or 

possible options for side trips. 
Offsetting the occasional 

frustrations, Broadwell and Needham 
cite their experience working with 
mapmaker Dave Pierce. After decades 
of cartography experience with the 
National Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency and as a PATC volunteer, 
Pierce is now semi-retired in New 
Hampshire. There, he still uses 
special mapping software and internet 
sources to continue working for the 
club. Broadwell, who has worked 
with Pierce for more than a quarter 
century on various guides, marvels at 
the mapmaker’s skill and historical 
knowledge. When work on the 
Gathland-Harpers Ferry route met 
problems, Pierce not only offered 
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“What on Earth?” 
Article and photos by Ray Barbehenn

One is occasionally lucky to find a gorgeous feather - one that is intricately colored, beautifully shaped, and still 
in fresh condition.  The above two feathers were found in Duke Hollow (northern Virginia near the AT) on April 
7, 2021 and September 16, 2020, respectively.  The first feather was from a Red-bellied Woodpecker.  It was about 
three inches long.  The second feather was from a Wild Turkey.  It was much larger (about six inches long).  These 
two bird species are relatively common along the Blue Ridge.  However, it is uncommon to find either of these 
feathers.  Each feather has distinctive features that point to its functions.  What is distinctive about each of these 
feathers?

A. The first feather has a forked tip and the second has a scoop-shaped tip.
B. The first feather has a thickened, stiff shaft all the way to the tip and the second has a
more tapered shaft that is flexible at the tip.
C. The first feather has strongly contrasting colors for enhanced display and the second
provides camouflage.
D. A and B.

Answer on Page 13.

Red-bellied Woodpecker feather Wild Turkey feather

encouragement to pursue it, but offered 
data that he had saved from work 
on another project to help with the 
text. Pierce’s maps, say the writers, 
are remarkably accurate. Even more 
impressive is the clarity with which he 
shows complex connections and terrain. 
Even with the compact size of PATC 
guides, Pierce’s clarity leaps from the 

page to keep hikers on track.
The new edition of Part A has 

25 carefully selected entries, with a 
mixture designed to appeal to hikers of 
any level. Most of the routes that made 
the final cut are circuits. A couple, such 
as the Gathland-Harpers Ferry route, 
require a car shuttle or an “out and 
back” walk. More than half the entries 

describe options for longer or shorter 
hikes. Some pass Civil War sites. Others 
offer sweet vistas. Still others explore 
areas with diverse or unusual flora or 
fauna. And some offer all of the above. 
The guide is available under “Store” 
in the banner of PATC’s website; retail 
price is $14.00 and member’s 
discounted price is $11.20. 
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Imagine being so invested in a place 
that you travel more than 12 hours 

round-trip to lovingly maintain and 
preserve its essence for years on end. 
For Allen Poole, that place is the 
South River Maintenance Hut in the 
Central District of the Shenandoah 
National Park. For the past 16 years, 
he has made the long commute from 
the Outer Banks of North Carolina 
to maintain the hut. South River Hut 
was built in 1940 by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) and has 
the stone and mortar walls which are 
typical of CCC construction from 
those days. South River served as an 
AT shelter until it was converted to a 
maintenance hut in 1977. The idea was 
for it to be used as a place for PATC 
trail maintainers to stay overnight or 
as a base of operations for nearby trail 
work. Allen first visited South River 
in 1998, after two of his hiking friends 
and PATC maintainers, Mike Karpie 
and Keith Denson, had adopted the 
neglected hut. From 1999 to 2004, 
Allen occasionally assisted them with 
hut maintenance. After Mike moved 
away in 2005, Allen officially became 
a co-maintainer working alongside 
Keith. In the years that followed, he 
maintained the hut with two good 
friends he had met on the AT, until 
both retired in 2019, leaving Allen as 
the sole maintainer of South River. 
During this time, he had the help of 
Glen Tsaparas (Supervisor of Cabins 
and Maintenance Huts) who took 
excellent care of the hut when Allen 
was unable to make the drive. Most 
recently, Keith and his wife Carol have 
worked with Allen on South River as 
co-maintainers. Allen is appreciative 
for all of the support he has received 
while maintaining the hut over the 
years. As the saying goes, “many 
hands make light work!”

Allen had ties to both the 
Appalachian Trail and PATC, 
long before he first stepped foot 
on the South River property. He 
began hiking on the AT and PATC-
maintained trails in the SNP in the 
early 1970s. Reflecting back on some 
of his trail-related memories, Allen 
remembers sitting on the front porch 
of Blackburn Trail Center talking to 
Fred and Ruth Blackburn on several 
occasions in the mid to late 1980s. 
In the mid-1990s, he joined PATC 
as a member and began volunteering 
on the trails and was active in 
cooperative work trips with the 
Appalachian Long Distance Hikers 
Association (ALDHA) and PATC. 
Allen also performed maintenance 
with his friends Mike and Keith on 
their respective trail sections and 
worked on various PATC cabins 
and shelters. Nowadays, he is not 
only active with PATC but also with 
building and maintaining trails on 
Cape Hatteras National Seashore, 
and working on North Carolina’s 
Mountains to Sea Trail, among other 
interests. 

Over the years, a significant 

amount of time, energy, and effort 
have gone into improving the 
condition and usability of the hut 
and its property. These projects have 
been made possible by the gracious 
assistance of good friends and 
colleagues. In addition to ongoing 
maintenance such as painting and 
staining the hut’s exterior and 
roof, projects of note included the 
installation of a new privy, a wood 
stove, and a stove pipe. Another 
improvement project focused on 
eliminating the mud hole in front 
of the hut when it rained. After 
raising the threshold of the front 
doors, gravel was laid down in front 
of the hut as well as inside of it. 
Steve Bair, who was at the time the 
SNP Backcountry, Wilderness, and 
Trails Ranger, provided Allen with 
valuable advice and several loads of 
gravel to complete this project. The 
leftover gravel was used to create a 
tent pad behind the hut, which has 
ensured Allen always has a place 
to sleep on his work trips, even if 
the hut is already occupied by other 
maintainers. He also decided it would 
be beneficial to create some rules to 

PATC Profiles: Stories from South River 
Maintenance Hut 
Spotlight on Shelter Maintenance 
By Annie Zimmerman, Communications Coordinator; Photos by Allen Poole

It’s always sunny at South River Maintenance Hut!
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be posted on the doors. Though most 
hikers are considerate, he has had to 
deal with dirty dishes and various 
messes left behind. Thankfully, the 
sign has made a difference! 

Allen tries to make the lengthy 
drive up to South River three or four 
times a year, with his co-maintainers 
filling in the gaps. In the spring, 
Allen normally plans his visit for the 
end of May or early June, in order to 
take care of spring trimming before 
the growth becomes unmanageable. 
On his most recent visit in early 
August, the majority of his time was 
spent weed whacking and tending to 
the inside of the Hut: sweeping out 
the bunks, cleaning the privy and 
fire pit, and straightening up. In the 
winter, Allen and his co-maintainers 
normally don’t plan any work trips to 
the hut, as road closures on Skyline 
Drive prevent them from getting into 
the Park, thus making it impossible 
to get to the road leading to the hut. 
The pandemic also made it difficult to 
gain access to those roads, on account 
of the Park’s COVID-19 restrictions. 
Given Allen’s commute, he needs to 
be able to stay overnight. With these 
restrictions in place, he was not able 
to travel to the hut as frequently as he 
would have liked.

Though the drive may be long, 
Allen enjoys not only the satisfaction 
of working on the hut but also having 
the chance to be in nature. “It’s 
always nice to get up there near the 
beauty of the trail and proximity to 
the Park,” he says. South River is 
located in a quiet and secluded spot, 
rarely receiving much foot traffic. 
Allen normally has the place to 
himself, aside from the occasional 
black bear lumbering through the 
grassy areas by the hut. Every so 
often, hikers will wander onto the 
property, curious about the hut and 
its purpose. On a recent hike, fellow 
PATC member and Supervisor of 
Membership Jeff Monroe happened 
to stop by the hut and the two struck 
up a conversation. 

South River 
Maintenance Hut has 
been a very special part 
of Allen’s life, from 
his initial involvement 
helping in an unofficial 
capacity, to all of the 
time and love that have 
gone into improving 
and maintaining the hut. 
He has made lasting 
friendships along the 
way and played a role 
in furthering the club’s 
mission by preserving 
the hut for many more to 
enjoy. Working at the hut 
has also allowed Allen 
the opportunity to be 
closer to nature and the 
Appalachian Trail several 
times a year. He hopes to 
be able to continue his service as a 
means of thanking the AT for all that 
it has given him. 

We are always looking for 
volunteers to help with a number 
of shelter repair projects. If you are 
interested in getting involved, please 
contact Henry Horn at Shelters@
patc.net. 

The installation of a new privy is one of the fruits of 
Allen’s labor

The finished tent pad is one of many improvement projects at the hut

PATC Profiles highlights volunteers and the interesting jobs that they do. Learn more at PATC.net/volunteer



10 NOVEMBER 2021   •   POTOMAC APPALACHIAN

We have several species of native
grape in our area. They all are 

high-climbing, woody vines. The 
vines have brown, peeling bark. The 
vines can completely cover a tree. The 
leaves alternate on the stem. It climbs 
via tendrils that coil around twigs but 
lack adhesive disks such as those used 
by ivy to climb. Each tendril grows 
opposite a leaf. Greenish flowers 
open in late spring. They are small 

and dominated by protruding, white 
stamens so you can hardly see the 
petals. They grow in hanging panicles 
that develop into bunches of grapes. 
The grapes are ripe in fall. They are 
dark bluish/black ripening in early fall. 
Most of them are small and consist 
mostly of seed and skin. The scientific 
name of the family is Vitaceae and the 
namesake genus is Vitis, which is Latin 
for grapevine. Characteristics of grape 

species in our area are described in the 
table. They are found everywhere.

Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia—five-leaved) is another 
native species in the Grape Family 
common in our area. It also is a woody 
vine but not as massive as grapes. 
The genus name is made from two 
Greek words that mean “virgin” and 
“ivy”, reflecting the common name. As 
the species name indicates, Virginia 

What’s that Flower: The Grape Family 
Article and photos by Richard Stromberg

Winter Grape flowersPeeling bark of grape vine
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Creeper leaves are divided into five 
leaflets. The leaflets are elliptical 
and toothed. The vine climbs up tree 
trunks via tendrils that have adhesive 
pads. The leaves turn bright red in 
autumn, standing out against dark 
bark. From May to July flowers grow 
in large bunches on zig-zag, red stems. 
The flowers have five, yellow-green 
petals. It has small dark blue to black 
berries that are not edible.

Porcelain-berry (Ampelopsis 
brevipedunculata—short flower stalk) 
is an invasive alien vine. It is not 
frequent along trails, but is becoming 
troublesome in northern Virginia. 
It is shade tolerant and capable of 
strangling forest vegetation. It has 
grape-like leaves with three to five, 
toothed lobes. Tiny, greenish flowers 
in summer develop into small berries 
that turn from lilac to blue, sometimes 
with white marbling. They are not 
edible. 

Winter Grape fruit Virginia Creeper leaves in autumn

Virginia Creeper fruitVirginia Creeper flowers
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There are a lot of good books
about the AT.  The latest is Philip 

D’Anieri’s “The Appalachian Trail: 
A Biography.”  That it appears on 
the 100th anniversary of Benton 
MacKaye’s famous article calling for 
the creation of an Appalachian Trail 
only adds to its appeal. D’Anieri, 
a lecturer in architecture and 
regional planning at the University 
of Michigan, provides a short--236 
pages--but satisfying overview of 
the AT’s creation in a crisp, no-
nonsense style reflecting his years as a 
journalist.

In some ways, the book’s subtitle 
is a misnomer.  “The Appalachian 
Trail: A Biography“ is not so much 
a biography as a chronological 
collection of biographies of the dozen 
men and women who made the AT 
what it is today.  D’Anieri begins with 
Swiss geologist Arnold Guyot, who in 
the mid-1800s defined the Appalachian 
mountain system, the AT’s landscape, 
and ends with Bill Bryson, whose 
“Walk in the Woods” introduced the 
AT to a wider public and for better 
or worse sparked a 45% increase in 
thru-hikers. The intervening chapters 
deal with many of the usual suspects: 
Benton MacKaye, Myron Avery, 
Earl Shaffer, and Emma “Grandma” 
Gatewood. At times, reading the book 
resembles a visit to the AT Museum or 
a re-read of Tom Johnson’s articles in 
The Potomac Appalachian. D’Anieri, 
however, is quick to credit others.  
One of the book’s strengths is its hefty 
bibliography.  

While D’Anieri re-travels 
some familiar ground, he brings 
new research and insights to bear.  
MacKaye and Avery, for example, do 
not appear until chapters four and five.  
The two preceding chapters deal with 
Horace Kephart, a leading member 
of the back-to-nature movement and 
advocate for what would become 
Great Smoky Mountains National 

Park, and with James P. Taylor, the 
founder of the Green Mountain and 
Appalachian Mountain Clubs and 
the Long Trail, which would provide 
an organizational model for the AT, 
particularly in regards to volunteer 
participation.  

D’Anieri does a fine job of 
describing the tensions that developed 
between the visionary MacKaye and 
the builder Avery that finally led to 
their rift, and to Avery founding the 
PATC and becoming the one and 
only leader of the AT project “in 
part,” D’Anieri writes, “owing to his 
dedication and in part because he 
had alienated so many of his onetime 
collaborators.”  Chapter 6 strikes a 
lighter note, recounting how Shaffer’s 
and Gatewood’s early thru-hikes 
kindled public interest in the AT. Even 
here, D’Anieri takes a bit different 
slant, noting Shaffer’s need to put 
WWII and the loss of his brother 
behind him and Grandma Gatewood’s 
desire to escape an abusive marriage. 
In Chapters 7 and 8, D’Anieri brings 
to bear his experience as a legislative 
analyst, chronicling how Senator 
Gaylord Nelson got the National 
Trails System Act passed and how 
Dave Richie and Pam Underhill of 
the National Park Service and Dave 
Startzell, executive director of the AT 

Conference, forged the public-private 
partnership that created the AT of 
today. 

Reviews of “The Appalachian 
Trail: A Biography “in the New 
YorkTimes, Wall Street Journal and 
various trade publications have been 
positive, but some readers have been 
less generous.  Some have accused 
D’Anieri of inappropriate “woke” 
politicization when he observed 
in the book’s introduction that the 
AT, like the American conservation 
movement it sprang from, was largely 
a creation of and for the white middle 
class. D’Anieri’s claim that the AT 
reflects much of US environmental 
history, “full of the presumption that 
one privileged slice of society could 
make its own needs the nation’s, and 
that its own version of nature was the 
only authentic one” is discomforting 
but hard to dismiss.  He notes, for 
example, that MacKaye’s generation 
saw the AT as a refuge and buffer 
against the smoke and grime of 
industrialization, but that buffer 
included the huddled masses lower 
down the social scale. 

Others have criticized D’Anieri 
for never having hiked the entire AT 
and thus missing its “real” meaning, 
a criticism also leveled at Bryson, 
which ignores the fact that MacKaye 
never envisioned thru-hikes. D’Anieri 
openly admits he is a day-hiker. One 
of his major points is that the AT has 
been many things to many people over 
its life; it has no one meaning. This is 
why he structured “The Appalachian 
Trail: A Biography”  as a collection of 
individual vignettes to show how the 
idea of the trail changed and continues 
to change over time on a very personal 
level, a point he returns to in a 
worthwhile YouTube interview.  

Thanks again to all who have 
recommended future good reads. Keep 
them coming to wplimberg@aol.com. 
In the meantime, see you on the trail. 

Keep Calm and Read On: Creators and 
Builders By Wayne Limberg
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Announcing the Green Tunnel Podcast! Hike through 100 years of history with https://
greentunnel.rrchnm.org/ as they look beyond the green to tell the stories of the people who 
made the Appalachian Trail what it is today. Check out the first few episodes wherever 
you listen to podcasts, including https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-green-tunnel/
id1585683274 and https://open.spotify.com/show/2KHjYsVnojJKYbt6W11b9m

This Red-bellied Woodpecker feather, shed 
from the center of its tail, has been modified 
for stiffness.  This can be seen in the way 
the thick shaft extends to the tip, and even in 
the unusual fork formed at the tip by the side 
branches (“barbs”).  This stiffening allows a 
woodpecker to support its body weight in a 
tripod position while it holds onto a tree with 
its feet.  

Although the contrasting color pattern of 
the tail feather looks like it would function for 
display (increasing visibility), it apparently 
has the opposite function!  When the overall 
“ladder-back” pattern on this species is 
viewed, it is apparent that the pattern in these 
tail feathers is an extension of the bold striping 
on its back.  The ladder-back and black 
and white spotted patterns on a number of 
woodpecker species are believed to break up 
their outlines, making them more difficult for 
hawks to see.

You won’t find the Wild Turkey feather 
in the second photo in the online feather 
atlas (https://www.fws.gov/lab/featheratlas/), 
though this is an excellent resource for feather 
identification.  Juvenile birds can be difficult 
to identify because their feather colors differ 
from those of adults.  Their feather colors are 
also tremendously variable as they mature.  
You can see hints of stripes at the base and tip 
of this camouflaged feather from a juvenile 
bird.  An adult’s feather would have black and 
white stripes running up its whole length.  The 
flexible tip and broad, concave shape of this 
feather are typical of flight feathers, perhaps 
helping to cup the air when in flight.

Fun Facts and Musings
It is no coincidence that feathers, finger 

nails and hair share a similar, flexible, almost 
plastic-like texture.  These structures are 
formed primarily from the tough, fibrous 
protein called keratin.  The fact that all types 
of terrestrial vertebrates have been making 
their hair, claws, feathers, beaks (etc.) with 
keratin for roughly 400 million years is a 
testament to the excellence of this substance 
for engineering just about any structure arising 
from the surface of the body.  The toughness 

of keratin also happens to make it indigestible 
for most animals.  Some of the exceptions 
are clothes moth caterpillars and dermestid 
beetles, much to the occasional horror of fur 
coat owners.  

You have probably noticed the bumps 
on chicken skin left where the feathers were 
plucked out.  These bumps are “papilla”, the 
little keratin factories that produce feathers!  
“Pin feathers” elongate out of the papilla 
similar to the way hairs elongate from hair 
follicles, or finger nails push out from nail 
beds.  The tips of new feathers push on the old 
feathers until the old ones pop out and fall to 
the ground.

Were pigments not added to feathers 
during their formation, they would remain the 
color of keratin (white).  The major pigments 
in feathers are two types of melanins.  
Whereas keratin is a ubiquitous structural 
protein in the animal kingdom, melanins are 
the nearly ubiquitous pigments in almost 
all forms of life.  These chemicals produce 
different shades of black or brown, depending 
on the type of melanin and the density of its 
deposition in the feather.  To create red or 
yellow feathers, birds use pigments known as 
“carotenoids” (the same chemicals that color 
carrots).  These pigments must be obtained 
in the food they eat, and it is thought that 
plumage color is one signal of the quality of 
a bird’s diet.  By contrast, iridescent colors, 
such as the red and green in hummingbirds, 
have no basis in chemistry; these are so-called 
“physical” colors, produced by the scattering 
of light as it interacts with the microscopic 
structure of certain feathers.

Feather color patterns are determined at 
two levels: the position on the body (“macro-
patterns”) and the position within the feather 
(“micro-patterns”).  The skin of a bird is 
“pre-programmed” while it is an embryo to 
produce various zones of color, such as a 
buffy breast, a dark tail, or an eye stripe.  At 
the macro level, one can envision the skin 
surface like a map, with each of the papilla 
genetically determined to produce a certain 
feather color.  However, within an individual 
feather, complex patterns can be produced by 

changes in pigment production as the feather 
is being formed.  For example, horizontally 
striped feathers would be produced if melanin 
production was turned on and off as the 
feather was forming and moving up in the 
papilla.  

Surprisingly, birds don’t get credit for the 
origin of feathers; that goes to the dinosaurs.  
Feathers are essentially the modified scales 
of dinosaurs, and these reptiles were the 
ancestors of birds.  There are still a lot of 
different viewpoints about this in books and 
online because the decades-long argument 
about whether feathers evolved from scales 
has only recently been settled with strong, 
supporting evidence (https://www.science.org/
news/2016/06/human-hair-bird-feathers-came-
reptile-scales).  In addition, recent discoveries 
of exquisitely preserved dinosaur fossils have 
shown that some of these reptiles not only had 
feathers, but also what color they were!  The 
microscopic structures that produce melanin 
(melanosomes) have occasionally been 
preserved in fossil dinosaur skin, indicating 
the colors that they would have imparted to 
the feathers.  

Why are seemingly useful feathers falling 
to the ground?  The lifetimes of feathers 
vary greatly, but commonly after a period of 
several months each feather is replaced.  The 
turnover of feathers may seem wasteful, but 
the replacement of feathers satisfies a variety 
of needs: brightly-colored breeding males can 
become camouflaged again, juvenile birds 
that have matured can become recognizable as 
adults, and worn feathers can be refreshed.  

Thanks to Dr. Ben Winger (Assistant 
Professor and Curator of Birds at the 
University of Michigan) for identifying the 
feather of the juvenile Wild Turkey!  For 
further reading, a great explanation of the 
details of feather structure and function can 
be found at https://academy.allaboutbirds.org/
feathers-article/.  

If you take a nice photo of any 
organism, please send it to Ray Barbehenn 
(rvb@umich.edu).  There is almost 
certainly an interesting story associated 
with your observation! 

What on Earth Answer Continued from Page 7

Answer: D!
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TRAIL MAINTAINER
In any given season, there are dozens of opportunities for trail maintainers throughout the region PATC serves. Trail 
sections may run from less than a half mile to several miles long. For more information about Trail Maintainer duties and 
a current list of available sections, please visit www.patc.net/helpwanted or contact Trails Coordinator Heidi Forrest at 
703/242-0315 x107 or Heidi@patc.net.

CORRIDOR MONITORS
The Appalachian Trail follows a narrow corridor of mostly publicly owned land. In 1978, the National Park Service (NPS) 
and the Appalachian Trail Park Office began purchasing the privately owned lands needed to provide a protected corridor 
for the trail. The Appalachian Trail Conservancy (ATC) which was assigned responsibility for the corridor, monitors state 
and federal lands within established forests and parks, and delegates monitoring of NPS lands to local maintaining clubs. 
PATC has responsibility for NPS corridor lands from Pine Grove Furnace State Park in Pennsylvania to Rockfish Gap in 
Virginia. The largest parts are in Virginia and West Virginia from the Potomac River to Shenandoah National Park. To learn 
more about this activity and where there are volunteer sections available and ways to get involved, contact corridor@
patc.net.

TRACT MANAGERS
Help wanted to fill positions for PATC lands along the AT in Virginia and Pennsylvania as well as the Tuscarora Trail 
in West Virginia and Pennsylvania. Help coordinate conservation efforts, maintain boundaries, collect GIS data, drive 
development and implementation of management plans and much more. If interested, please contact Thomas Taylor, 
LandsSupervisor@patc.net.

H E L P  W A N T E DH E L P  W A N T E D

Shelter Volunteer
Henry Horn  ~ 301/498-8254, 
patcshelter@comcast.net
Byrd Nest Hut ~ PATC Map 9
Black Rock Hut ~ PATC Map 10
Spruce Pine Campground ~ PATC  
Map L
Basore Ridge Shelter ~ PATC Map L
Shockeys Knob  ~ PATC Map L
Pinnacles Shelter  ~ PATC Map L
Gerhard Shelter  ~ PATC Map F

Trail District Manager 
Needed
John Price ~ C 703-407-4334,  
johnp.jp26@gmail.com

Trail Maintainers Needed
Pennsylvania AT, Blue blazed & Tus-
carora ~ Maps [2-3, 4, J, & K]
Pete Brown ~ 410-207-2921, peter.
brown4@worldnet.att.net
Dave Trone ~ 717-778-1308, traildavidt@
gmail.com
PA Tuscarora [J] ~ McClures Gap to 
Warner Trail (3.7mi)
PA Tuscarora [J] ~ 3 Square Hollow Road 
to Shelter (4.1mi)
PA Tuscarora [K] ~ Lincoln Trail to PA 

Route 16 (4.3mi)

Maryland AT, Blue blazed ~ Map 5-6
David A. House ~ H 301-371-5014, C 240-
626-9824 
dhouse1231@comcast.net
Historic Rocky Run Shelter ~ PATC Map 
5-6
Northern Peaks East ~ 1020 Elevation 
Marker to West View pavilion (2.7mi)

Harpers Ferry / Ashby Gap AT & Blue 
blazed ~ Map 7 & 8
Chris Brunton ~ 703/967-2226, 
trailbossbtc@msn.com 
Rob Lamar ~ 540-484-3162, wrlamar@
gmail.com
Bear Den Rock Trail ~ South Snickers Gap 
parking to Bear Den Rock (.3mi)

SNP North District Appalachian Trail 
~ Map 9
Wayne Limberg ~ H 703/533-8639, 
wplimberg@aol.com
AT ~ Neighbor Mt. Parking Area to Beahms 
Gap (1.6mi)

SNP North District Blue blazed ~ Map 
9
Noel Freeman ~ 540/850-1397, noel.
freeman1@gmail.com
Thornton River (middle) ~ 1st Stream 
Crossing to Hull School Trail(1.4mi)
Pass Mountain Hut Trail ~ AT to Hut (.2 

mi.)

SNP Central District Blue blazed 
[north] ~ Map 10
Patrick Wilson ~ pwilson@hsc.edu
Buz Groshong ~ 540-522-6749, 
buzgroshong@verizon.net
Millers Head ~ Skyland Service Road to 
Millers Head (.8mi)
Corbin Hollow ~ Old Rag Fire Rd to 
Weakley Hollow Fire Rd (2mi)

SNP South District Blue blazed ~ Map 
11
James Surdukoski ~ 434-459-1122, 
buslsurdukowski@gmail.com
Lewis Peak ~ Rockytop Trail [upper] to 
Lewis Peak Summit Trail (.9mi)
Lewis Peak Summit ~ Lewis Peak Trail to 
Summit (.3mi)

Tuscarora Central ~ Map L
Bill Greenan ~ 304-671-4043, 
wpgreenan@yahoo.com
John Spies ~ jspieslp@gmail.com
Basore Ridge Shelter ~ PATC map L
Spruce Pine Campground ~ PATC map L
Tuscarora Trail ~ Larrick Overlook to Lucas 
Woods Trail (2mi)
Tuscarora Trail ~ Co~ High Rock to VA 
671/690 Jct. (5.8mi)
Spruce Pine Hollow Shelter Trail ~ T-trail to 
T-trail (0.2mi)
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Stay informed of the latest in PATC governance: Minutes from our Council meetings  
are posted on our Website at www.patc.net in the Library section.

Biby Wilderness ~ Timber Ridge Trail to 
Tuscarora Trail (0.76mi)
Dead Mule Trail ~ Tuscarora Trail to Third 
Hill Mt. fire road (1mi)                                     
White Knob Trail ~ SCWMA parking/WV 
9/22 to Meadow Branch (2.5mi)                                       
Whites Gap Trail ~ Meadow Branch to CR 
8/8 parking (2.1mi)    Gore Connector Trail 
~ Gore to T-trail on Howze Tract (1.1mi) 
Burton Spring Trail ~ Basor Ridge Shelter 
Trail (.1mi)

Tuscarora South ~ Map F, G, 9
John Stacy ~ 339-223-0416, john.e.stacy@
gmail.com
Gerhard Shelter ~ PATC Map F
Tuscarora Trail ~ co-maintainer ~ VA/WV 
55 to Gerhard Shelter (4.2mi)
Tuscarora Trail ~ Gerhard Memorial Shelter 
to Waites Run Road (4.4mi)
Tuscarora Trail ~ Fetzer Gap to Toms Brook 
(3.1mi)

Massanutten North - Map G
Anstr Davidson ~ 703-534-8171, 
anstrdavidson@gmail.com
Massanutten Trail ~ Ft. Valley Overlook to 
Signal Knob Tower (2.3mi)
Massanutten Trail ~ Camp Roosevelt to 

Gap Creek Trail (3.3mi)
Massanutten Trail ~ Rte. 758 to 7-Bar-
None Trail (3.mi)
Massanutten Trail ~ 7-Bar-None Trail to 
Bear Trap Trail (2.7mi)
Massanutten Trail ~ Bear Trap Trail to Rte 
675 (2.2mi)
Duncan Knob Trail ~ Gap Creek Trail to 
Duncan Knob (.27mi)

Massanutten South - Map H
Paul Boisen, (540) 246-5662, paulboisen@
hotmail.com
Massanutten South Trail ~ Morgan Run 
Trail to Fridley Gap Trail (2.3mi)

Great North Mountain ~ Map F
Mike Allen ~ 540-333-3994, michael.
allen@mallenpe.com
North Mt. Trail ~ VA 691 to Stack Rock 
Trail (2.2mi)
North Mt. Trail ~ Stack Rock Trail to VA 
720 (4.3mi)
Stack Rock Trail ~ Forest Rd 252 to North 
Mt. Trail (1.5mi)
Long Mountain Trail ~ Trout Pond Trail to 
FR 1621 (4.4mi)
Big Schloss Trail ~ 2.3 Mile Marker of Mill 
Mt. Trail to Big Schloss View (.3mi)

Mill Mt. Trail ~ Wolf Gap to Big Schloss 
Cutoff Trail (2.8mi)

Prince William Forest Park
Mark Ellis ~ 703-376-4150, Mark.ellis21@
comcast.net 
South Valley Trail ~ Oak Ridge Trail to 
Mawavi Rd (2.5mi)
Taylor Farm Rd Tr ~ Scenic Dr to High 
Meadows Trail (.5mi)
Carter’s Pond Tr ~ Parking Lot to Dam 
(.14mi)

Bull Run Occoquan Trail
Robert Fina ~ 703-718-0804, Robert@
fina-co.com
Bull Run Occoquan Trail ~ Little rocky Run 
to Johnny Moore Creek (2mi)

District of Columbia ~ Map N
Alex Sanders ~ H 703/465-8140, 
wdctrails@yahoo.com
Western Ridge Trail ~Military Road to 
Bingham Road (0.7 mi.)

North River Map-National Geographic 
Trails Illustrated #791
Lynn and Malcolm Cameron, (540) 234-
6273, slynncameron@gmail.com
Georgia Camp Trail ~ Rte. 250 to 
Shenandoah Mt. Trail (4 mi)

SHELTERS
Ed Lough    Rocky Mountain Shelter
Nick Thompson    [old] Rocky Run Shelter
Todd Trapp    Pass Mountain Shelter
Patty McInerney   Boon Run Shelter

TRAIL DISTRICT MANAGERS
Gwen Grisham    Co-DM for the Tuscarora Central
Brian Opdycke   Co-DM for Rock Creek Park & the DC District

TRAILS
Caroline Egli Co-maintainer  AT ~ Compton viewpoint to Jenkins Gap
Roger Friend & Ruth Stornetta Big Run Loop South 
Warren W. Shindle   Tuscarora ~ Rock Marker to Massanutten Trail Marker
Patty McInerney   Massanutten South ~ Fridley Gap Trail to Cub Run Road (FR 65)
Eric Sterling    Cabin John ~Seven Locks Road [parking] to River Road [parking]
Pyongmu Chon    Federal Line Trail
Peter Hedrich    Maury Birthplace Trail

NEW BOOTS
VOLUNTEERS APPOINTED IN SEPTEMBER
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ABOUT PATC
The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, formed in 1927 to 
build a key section of the 2,190-mile Appalachian Trail. The over 8,500 member Club 
is governed by volunteer officers supported by a professional staff.

PATC maintains the 240-mile AT section from the south end of Shenandoah National 
Park to Pine Grove Furnace, Pennsylvania, the entire 250-mile Tuscarora Trail, and 
650 miles of other trails across Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania and 
Washington, DC.

We manage 42 rental cabins, a hostel, and 45 trail shelters. We own, manage, and 
protect related lands. More than 1,000 volunteers contribute over 90,000 work 
hours, on average, annually, largely in trail and facility maintenance

Our regional Chapters - Southern Shenandoah Valley, Charlottesville, North and Blue 
Ridge - as well as the Ski Touring and Mountaineering Sections provide additional 
opportunities. Our store sells PATC’s renowned books, maps, and gear.
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