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Hikers Enjoy Hospitality in Waynesboro

     Music from five different vocalists with 
guitars filled the beautiful day. Simone of 
Flowering Heart Yoga returned to offer 
free stretching and relaxation. Food trucks, 
including our local Antietam Dairy ice 
cream, enticed the hundreds of local visitors 
who stopped in to visit the festival and meet 
some of our guests.
     Blue Ridge Summit Fire and Rescue of-
fered a First Aid station, free blood pressure 
checks, and a very popular kids’ “safety 
train” ride around the park. The Fire Police 
assisted with traffic and parking.
     Rouzerville Business Association has 
supported our efforts, and the local Trinity 
Lutheran Church assisted with fundraising 
for that day.
     Vendors ranged from The Native Niche 
(native plants) to artist Steve Burdette to 

Cadillac Crew Work 4

What’s that Flower? 15

Twenty-two (plus!) long-distance AT 
hikers enjoyed the hospitality of the 

Greater Waynesboro, Pa. Area Appalachian 
Trail Community’s fourth “Mason-Dixon 
Appalachian Trail Outdoor Festival” on 
Saturday, June 
16 at Red Run 
Park. Thanks to 
our three-year 
title sponsor, 
Buchanan Auto 
Park, we filled a 
lovely weather 
day with lots of 
fun, relaxation, 
and sharing of 
good vibes with 
folks from near 
and far!
     Thanks to 
the cooperation  
of our Washing-
ton Township 
supervisors,  
once again 
hikers were permitted to camp overnight 
Friday and Saturday (usually the park is 
closed dusk to dawn), hosted by some of 
our committee members. Even though the 
park’s restrooms don’t have showers, the 
YMCA provided the chance to clean up, 
including complimentary soap and towels.
     A small but dedicated core of shuttle 
drivers took hikers not just to the Y, but 
also to local stores and restaurants. At the 
park, sweet tea for the hikers and volunteers 
(provided by Red Run Grill, one of our A.T. 
Community Supporters) and an assortment 
of fresh fruit, bagels, homemade cookies, 
brownies, and trail bars offered a variety of 
free carbohydrates!

By Kathy Seiler     Photos by William Hagen

PATC Hike Leader Peggy Weller and her 
friend from Nebraska, Susan, staffed the 
welcome registration area. 

AT Museum Manager  
Nate Shank

   Bee Survey 8
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From the President’s Pen

Stay informed of the latest in PATC governance: Minutes from our Council 
meetings are posted on our Website at www.patc.net in the Library section.

During the month of July, we did not have either a 
Council or Executive Committee (EXCOM) meeting. 

We concentrated, however, on finding a new Staff Director. 
     It gives me great pleasure to announce that we have a 
new Staff Director. Robert Christianson, who was select-
ed from a highly competitive field of candidates to fill the 
Staff Director role, started on August 6. Mr. Christianson 
brings to the position a wealth of experience serving in 
leadership and senior management positions, particularly 
from his time with the St. Johns River Water Management 
District, and in managing his own real estate development 
business. He is a member of the Club and until recently 
worked as a Ridgerunner for PATC. His business leadership 
and management experience will help us professionalize 
the Club’s operations. His ability to work collaboratively 
with staff, volunteers, and boards of directors bodes well 
for his future work with EXCOM and Council to improve 
our governance, management and programs. I ask you to 
join me in welcoming Robert Christianson to our staff. 

     The selection of the Staff 
Director was a team effort, and 
I want to thank the members 
of the Staff Director Search 
Committee for the time and 
effort they put into this endeav-
or. In particular I wish to thank 
John Hedrick, who chaired 
the committee, for organizing 
and managing the selection process; and the other com-
mittee members -- Katherine Rindt, Rush Williamson, Kit 
Sheffield and Nicolas Haynor -- for the fine job they did 
in reviewing applications and participating in candidate 
interviews. Finally, I wish to thank Kit Sheffield for the 
outstanding job he did as Acting Staff Director during the 
interim period.
     Respectfully yours,
     Joe Lombardo

Volunteers Appointed in July

Shelters
Gina Washington  Hightop Hut
Bill Markunas   Hightop Hut

Trails 
James Martin   AT: CCC Road to South End of Waterline
Dan Cotton    AT: Marys Rock Trail to Byrds Nest 3  
Arthur Tsien   AT: Passamaquoddy Trail to Skyland Stables
Chris Firme   PA Tuscarora: Power Line to Fannettsburg Rd.
Nicole Layton   Tuscarora Trail: Gore Connector Trail to Hunters Cabin
Ryan Suter   Tuscarora Trail: Hunters Cabin to Northern Rock field
Brian Collins   Tuscarora Trail: Northern Rock Field to Southern Rock Field
Gilbert Gray   BROT: Popes Head Creek to Hemlock Overlook Fire Rd.
Gina Washington  Laurel Prong Trail 
Bill Markunas   Laurel Prong Trail
Timothy Chenault  Little Run Loop

NEW BOOTS
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PATC’s archives contain a large collection of historic photographs, many of 
which show people building trails, working on cabins, and mingling at club 
social events. Many of those people are not identified. Could you help us 
put names to some of those faces?  

When: Saturday, September 22, from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Where: PATC Headquarters – 118 Park Street, SE, Vienna, VA 22180

     To further entice you to this special event, we will be serving 
snacks, wine, beer and other beverages. This will be not only be a 
great opportunity to help identify historic figures in the photos, but 
will also be a wonderful chance to catch up with other veteran club members. 
In addition, the PATC store will be open so you can browse through all the new PATC 
merchandise, updated maps and a wide array of books that are available for purchase. 

     If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Tom Johnson, archives@patc.net, or Randy Motz,  
outreach@patc.net, no later than September 15. -- Randy Motz, Supervisor of Outreach

“Saturday Sleuthing” 
A Singular Social Event for PATC Veterans 

PATC’s Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner November 28

PATC’s Annual Meeting, Awards Dinner, and Elections will be held  
at the Atrium at Meadowlark Botanical Gardens in Vienna, Virginia  

on the evening of Wednesday, November 28, 2018. 

Join fellow members to celebrate PATC’s 91 years of accomplishment,  
and salute the volunteers who make an impact year-round.

Keynote Speaker: Suzanne Dixon, ATC President and CEO 

Native American Flute Music by Randy Motz ~ Silent Auction ~ Buffet Dinner

Tickets $45. Banquet Brigade Sponsoring Tickets $90.

For information, to register, and to discuss donations to the silent auction, please 
contact the Staff Director at 703/242-0315 or Administration@patc.net
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The Cadillac Crew’s monthly 
trail repair trips, it’s true, favor 

straightforward efforts to bring many 
hands to bear on trail repair work 
rather than “roughing it”. In spite of 
appearances, July’s trip to help District 

Manager Pete Brown keep the Tusca-
rora Trail (TT) open 
was not an exception. 
     Is driving from 
Virginia through two 
State lines on late 
Friday evening to 
reach the base camp 
roughing it? Not 
for veteran drivers 
of the Northeast 
Corridor. Setting 
up a field camp 
in a closed State 
park with min-
imal facilities, 
weaving past 
construction closure signs, 
and questioning the park’s water sup-
ply drinkability is just an irritation.
     4WD pickup trucks developing 
transmission problems are a normal 
gamble to deal with in real world 

situations. Crew and 
project leaders con-
ferred with the District 
manager, cut back the 
tool and team plan for 
the three mile 4WD 
only Reineman Wildlife 

Sanctuary access, 
and rearranged gear 
to take the rest of the crew to 
the easier Wildcat Hollow Run 
approach in two SUVs. 
     Was the Wildcat Hollow Run 
approach blocked by blow-
downs, choked with stiltgrass 
and washed out by a creek? It 
was still just trail repair, though 
piling rocks in the stream was 
not in the original time budget. 
Work continued up the climb to 
the Tuscarora Trail and the team 

headed north. 
     To the north, Trail Patrol leader 
Chris Firme’s working 4WD bounced 
the reduced crew and North Chapter 
President Dee Utz up a rocky and 

rutted fire road to McClure’s 
Gap. After re-
covering from 
the three-quar-
ter hour ride, 
the team set to 
work sidehilling 
and brush cut-
ting while Pete 
and Chris cut 
away blowdowns.

     After a few 
miles of work on 
the TT, everyone 
pulled back to the 
campsite for an 

enjoyable evening of 
campfire-grilled sausages, campstove 
boiled pasta, and cheerful conver-
sation. Just another Cadillac Crew 
weekend, good work done, good food 
shared!

Cadillac Crew Goes  
North of the Border
By Michael Johnson

     Sunday morning, the full crew con-
voyed to the freshly cleared Wildcat 
Hollow Run access. Sawyer Dan Feer 
and his two swampers sprinted up the 
trail, pushing to reach the one remain-
ing blowdown near Berry’s Gap. The 
rest of the team followed, clearing 
brush and blazing as far as they could 
get with the time remaining for the 
weekend.
     Leading this effort, crew leader 
Kirsten Elowsky was cutting through 
the high stiltgrass that the sawyer team 
had rushed past. She saw movement 
in the grass that the string trimmer 
had just cut through and froze. It was 
an anthrophobic timber rattlesnake, 
coiled and ready to strike! 
     Fortunately, both parties chose to 
respect the others’ HYOH (“hike your 
own hike”) choices on the trail. West 
Chapter President Dave Jordahl helped 
the endangered reptile make a safe 
retreat. 
     Cadillac Crew roughing it? Not 
so much. Good 
times and 
(very) good 
luck, both 
with weather 
and with the 
denizens of the 
trail? Every 
time!

The Cadillac Crew before diving into their work.  
Photo by Kirsten Elowsky 

Above: Sawyer Dan Feer 
Right: Wildcat Hollow Run crossing 
Photos by Kirsten Elowsky 

Right: Karen 
Schull-Archer 
sidehilling.   
Photo by J. Arici 
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Hello to New Adventures; Farewell to PATC

When long-standing volunteers 
bid farewell to PATC, the loss 

is keenly felt. Dedicated individuals 
can become so integral to the club and 
ingrained with its activities that disas-
sociating the individual from the role 
is a challenge. Recent departures Bob 
Pickett and Brian Goudreau are such 
volunteers. 
     When Bob Pickett joined PATC 
in 1983, he quickly became an active 
volunteer. Over the next 35 years, he 
made many notable contributions to 
the Club. While Bob initially assumed 
an entry-level role as trail co-overseer 
for a section of AT, he soon branched 
out on work trips and began volunteer-
ing on the Vining Tract with Robert 
Humphrey and Shirley Strong. By the 
1990s, he had inherited responsibili-
ty for the entire length of Nicholson 
Hollow Trail, extending an impressive 
four miles from beyond the Shenando-
ah National Park boundary to the AT.  
     Inspired by an interest in natural 
history, Bob took part in numerous 
Audubon Naturalist Society programs 
and eventually earned a Certificate of 
Accomplishment in Natural History. 
Desiring to share his enthusiasm with 
other members, Bob led monthly nat-
ural history hikes nearly continuously 
from 1984 until 2018. His insightful 
nature articles, featured in the Poto-
mac Appalachian for more than a de-
cade, remain available on his website 
at www.bobpickett.org. 
     Bob became PATC’s first Natural-
ist. Excellence in this role earned him 
the prestigious Myron Avery Award 
in 2003. As Naturalist, Bob continued 
to involve members in natural histo-
ry pursuits by recruiting volunteers 
to monitor rare plants and enumer-
ate American Chestnuts on the AT, 
sample water quality in local creeks, 
and maintain field cameras to observe 
wildlife. He developed a close friend-
ship with nature lovers Darwin and 

Hello to New Hello to New Adventures; Farewell to PATC
By Martha Reynolds, Cabin Coordinator

Brian Goudreau shared insights 
with Council at his final meeting as 
Maps Chair.   Photo by Brewster Thackeray

Lambert Cabin, where Bob 
Pickett was tract manager.   

Eileen Lambert, who eventually sold 
their 65-acre property in Luray, Va. to 
PATC. In 2008, Bob became the Land 
Tract Manager for the Shaver Hollow 
Tract, which includes Lambert and Tu-
lip Tree Cabins. He was instrumental 
in establishing the property  
as the organization’s sole  
Environmental Center, where 
he has held an annual Earth 
Day event since 2010. With  
PATC’s purchase of the 106-
acre Huntley property, Bob 
expanded his scope in 2016 and con-
tinued to manage these two tracts until 
this year.  
      Bob has pledged to continue hike 
leading and trail work at his new home 
at Middle Mountain in West Virginia. 
Friends are encouraged to visit Bob 
and may reach him at pickett@us.net. 
     As Maps Chair, Brian Goudreau 
has had a major impact on PATC since 
he joined in 2011. The professional 
cartographer brought skills in map-
making to advance and modernize 
PATC maps. His efforts to evolve 
from film to digital production of Club 
maps revolutionized the program, and 
allowed others to fully appreciate the 
artistic value of these publications. 
     Brian, who is moving to upstate 

New York, says he feels the most pride 
in his work on Map F, which covers 
the Lee District of George Washington 
National Forest along the state line 
between Virginia and West Virginia. 
Ground surveys and data collection for 
this and other PATC maps were made 
possible by PATC’s GPS Rangers, a 
group Brian was instrumental in form-
ing in 2013. According to GPS Ranger 
founder Jim Tomlin, “Brian embraced 
this group and made it possible for 
dozens and dozens of volunteers to be 
beamingly proud of each brand new 
PATC map… based on data that they 
collected for the Club.” 
     Despite the popularity of satellite 
maps, many hikers still rely on de-
tailed, tangible trail maps for planning 
and navigation. Supervisor of Facili-
ties Glen Tsaparas says he frequently 
purchases new maps after providing 
his copies to disoriented hikers he 
meets on the trail. PATC’s high-qual-
ity, professional maps also promotes 
public interest in the Club, which will 
long benefit from Brian’s commitment 
to enhancing our maps program.  
     Brian and Bob leave large shoes 
to fill. With diverse backgrounds and 
an assortment of interests, they are 
representative of volunteers who, even 
when they move on geographically or 
otherwise, remain the heart of PATC 
for years to come, part of an inspiring 
tradition.
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The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club’s Trail Patrol is offering this two-day, low-mileage backpacking format 
course designed to enhance your understanding of Leave No Trace practices and ethics and to increase your 
level of expertise and confidence in teaching Leave No Trace skills.   

     The course will take place in Shenandoah National Park and is limited to eight participants. Participants 
must be at least 18 years old. Cost is $45.00 for PATC Members, $65.00 for Non-member. Join PATC at the 
time of registration and get the member price!  

     Visit www.patc.net/lnt to register on-line, or contact Cindy Kelly at TPLNT@patc.net for more  
information.   

Leave No Trace Trainer Course
October 6-7, 2018 

Benjamin Franklin aptly noted, “By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail.” Learn how to help  
yourself and fellow hikers / maintainers by attending the 20-hour MEDIC SOLO Wilderness First Aid  
certification course. No prerequisites. For adults and youths ages 12+. Know your loved ones are safe wher-
ever they are.

         Old Fields, WV (Advanced Wilderness First Aid Part II): September 15-16, 2018 

         Fredericksburg, VA: November 3-4, 2018

         Charlottesville, VA: November 17-18, 2018

         Charlottesville, VA: January 12-13, 2019 

Information/Testimonials/Registration Online: www.solowfa.com  Questions? Please call: 434/326-4697.

MEDIC SOLO Wilderness First Aid Certification Courses T
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Learn how to use rigging gear for removing blow downs and hung up trees. Workshop includes a few hours 
of classroom time to learn concepts, then the rest of the day out in the woods rigging. Held at Blackburn 
Trail Center; overnight at Blackburn and second half day of rigging is optional.

Class is offered on Saturday October 13, 2018. Class size limited to eight, so sign up early. Please email  
Robert Fina if you are interested in joining or have questions: patc.dm.brot@gmail.com.

Workshop: Rigging for Blow Downs and Hung up Trees
October 13, 2018 
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“Viking” of Between the Blazes (A.T. 
influenced art) and Trident Deer-buster 
Fencing, with Lyme disease  
information.
     Exhibitors from Pennsylvania 
Master Naturalists, Monterey Pass 
Battlefield Park and Museum, the AT 
Museum, Conococheague Audubon 
(showing how to use binoculars and 
ID birds), Antietam Watershed Asso-
ciation (water quality testing display), 
Summit Health (free bug spray and 
sunblock), Friends of Mont Alto State 
Park (oldest PA state park), Penn State 
Mont Alto (Forestry program informa-
tion), “Peace for Peyton” water safety 
activities, and Catoctin Mountain Park 
with Harper’s Ferry National Park 
provided much to see and do.
     Young and old alike enjoyed look-
ing at the animal displays offered by 
the Eyler family’s Wonders of Wild-
life, and at the sun flares seen through 
the telescopes of the Tri-State Astron-
omers.
     ATC and PATC info next to our 
large 15-foot AT framed map (which is 
quite a production to put together and 
tear down and store) garnered interest 
and caused a lot of positive  
interaction.
     Committee members put in 10-12 
hours for the day (more for the ones 
who helped overnights and Fri/Sun 
shuttles), including Mike Stern and 
daughter Sarah, Chris Firme, Peggy 
Weller, Jeff Simmers and daughter 
Rebecca (who ran the children’s 
activities area), Roger Hahn, Annie 
Gomez-Shockey and myself. Other 
volunteers included Larry Williams, 
Grant Olson, Mike and Jenny Marino 
and five of Peggy’s weekend guests 
from out of town!
     Sadly, the South Mountain Supply 
Company was a no-show – but, we’ll 
excuse them this year – Kara and Jared 
were busy welcoming first baby, son 
Harper, a future hiker.

     Folks are already asking 
about next year’s event. We 
are planning for Saturday, 
June 8, Red Run Park, 10-4 
again. Come and join us!
      Our Greater Waynesboro 
PA Area AT Community 
also attended the July 4th 
Jubilee Day in Waynesboro 
(four PATC members at our 
table: June Ecker, Chris 
Firme, Mike Stern, and 
myself) until the heavens 
opened up around 12:30.  
Rain, then thunder! So we 
scrambled and packed up, 
since the crowd was dispersing but the 
raindrops weren’t. We did talk with 
about 50 people during the morning 
and sold a few of our shirts.
     Our second July appearance was 
Saturday the 21st, at the annual Blue 
Ridge Summit Library 
Book Sale and Ice Cream 
Social – a unique event.  
Since rain was another 
definite forecast, we did 
not bring the big map, 
and were thankful for 
the canopy over the 
table. We met at least 
30 folks, sold some 
shirts, but then again 
had steady rain by 
lunchtime, so we cut 
the day short.  
     AND we are proud 
to share that the local 
police department 
has invited us to 
their first “National 
Night Out” event 
this August. We will 
have family friendly 
information avail-
able, including bor-
rowing (with their 
permission) Front 
Royal’s catchy 
phrase:  “Walk 
 a Mile, Share  
a Smile” for our 
first photo contest.  

Displays will be at October’s Market 
Day in town. This represents another 
way to connect our community with 
our wonderful National Park in our 
“backyard” and get folks interested in 
supporting, maintaining, and loving 
the AT.

Kids learn about wildlife, courtesy of the Eyler family.

Waynesboro AT Festival
Continued from Page 1
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On June 29 native sunflowers were 
a sea of yellow waving in the 

wind against the blue sky at the Paris 
Overlook in Sky Meadows State Park 
above the Piedmont Environmental 
Council (PEC) Memorial Wall. PATC 
volunteers went there to assist ex-
perts from the Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation Natural 
Heritage Program (DCR) and the Uni-
versity of Virginia’s State Arboretum 
of Virginia at Blandy Experimental 
Farm conduct a bee survey. 
     The location was chosen because 
Virginia Master Naturalist Alex 

Newhart found a rare Rusty-Patched 
bumble bee there while doing a polli-
nator survey for the Virginia Working 
Landscape project (VWL) in 2014.  
     The Virginia Master Naturalist 
Program is a statewide corps of  
volunteers providing education, 
outreach, and service dedicated to the 
beneficial management of natural  
resources and natural areas within 
their communities. Interested  
Virginians become Master Naturalists 
through training and volunteer service. 
The program is sponsored by seven 
state agencies and is based at Virginia 

Tech. VWL is a program of the Smith-
sonian Conservation Biology Institute. 
It promotes the conservation of native 
biodiversity and sustainable land use 
through research, education and com-
munity engagement.
     The Rusty Patch bumble bee has 
been found at two sites in Virginia 
since the 1990s and less than 10 sites 
in the eastern U.S. in the last decade. 
There are more sites in the midwest.  
The Rusty-Patched bumble bee is the 
most sharply declining bumble bee 
species in Virginia and the entire U.S.
     Jon Rindt and Maston Gray, PATC 
Mosby District managers, joined  
Michele Miller of the Appalachian 
Trail Conservancy Mid-Atlantic Re-
gional Office, Celia Vuocolo (PEC), 
Steve Roble and Ellison Orcutt (DCR), 
and Tai Roulston (Blandy) to conduct 
the survey on PEC, Sky Meadows 
State Park, and AT lands just south of 
Ashby Gap.
     The survey goals were to search 
for the Rusty-Patched bumble bee 
and obtain baseline information on all 
bumble bee species present for future 

PATC Assists Bee Survey at  
Sky Meadows State Park

comparisons. The day netted many 
varieties of bees, but no Rusty-Patched 
bumble bees.  
     Loss of pollinators across the U.S. 
is an environmental issue many states 
are addressing. DCR is investigating 
bee activity in the state to determine 
where populations of various bee  
species live and which ones are in  
decline. Blandy is devoting resources 
to better understand how fungus,  
disease, chemicals or other factors 
cause bee population to decline. 
     It was a beautiful day for netting 
bees before the bee activity peaks and 
the meadows are trimmed by tractors. 
The bee experts plan to return next 
year to continue the field survey for 
more data to understand the plight of 
these important pollinators. Their  
decline is important to study and  
understand, and hopefully reverse. 
     An excellent bumble bee guide 
with pictures of every bumble bee 
species in Virginia is at www.vawork-
inglandscapes.org/library/documents/
VWL_handouts/Bumble_Bees_of_
Virginia_Pamphlet_VWL.pdf.

Article and Photos by Maston Gray 

Steve Robles, DCR, searches for 
bees.   

T’ai Ralston and Michelle Miller use 
bumble bee guide to identify bees.  

Ellison Orcutt examines a bee.   
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Story and Photos by Richard Stromberg

What’s that Flower: Elder and Viburnum 

Elder and Viburnum used to be 
in the Honeysuckle family but 

analysis by the Angiosperm Phylog-
eny Group has moved them to the 
Adoxaceae family (named after Adoxa 

moschatellina, Muskroot, 
which grows in the north 
and at high elevations in 
the west). They have opposite leaves 
and the flowers of all of the species are 
similar. They grow in flat- or round-
top inflorescences, made up of many 
flowers. Individual flowers have five 
petals, are less than a quarter-inch, and 
are white with protruding stamens. 
The species in our area are shrubs.
     Common Elderberry (Sambucus 
canadensis) can grow to four me-
ters.  Sambucus is the Latin name for 
the European 
elderberry. It has 
opposite, divid-
ed leaves with 
five to eleven, 
sharply-toothed 
leaflets that can 
be six inches 
long. The flat 
inflorescences 
can be eight  
inches wide.  
The fruits are  

black and the plants bloom from late 
April into July. The species are wide-
spread and like damp soil.
     Red Elderberry (Sambucus 
racemosa--flowers in racemes) can 
grow to eight meters. It has opposite, 
divided leaves with five to seven, 
finely-toothed leaflets that can be six 
inches long. The inflorescences are 
pyramidal. The fruits are red and the 
plants bloom from April to June. They 
are common at middle to high ele-
vations, particularly along the AT in 

Shenandoah National Park.
     There are many species 
of Viburnum, but only three 
are common on PATC trails.  
The fruits are ellipsoid, 
starting out green and turn-
ing blue-black. Fruit stems 
turn red as they ripen. The 
species can be determined 
from the leaves.
     Maple-leaved Vibur-
num (Viburnum acerifoli-

um--maple-leaved) has lobed leaves 
like a maple, as the names suggest. It 
blooms from late April to early June. It 
is very common in upland forests. 
     Black Haw (V. prunifolium--leaves 
like plum) leaves have no lobes. The 
leaves are oval or oblong and have 
small teeth. It blooms in March and 
April, grows in a wide variety of habi-
tats and is very common.
     Arrowwood (V. dentatum--toothed) 

leaves have no 
lobes. They have 
distinct, pointed 
teeth that are 
almost as wide 
as they are long;                              
they’re almost                                    
round. They 
bloom from late                                    
March to May                                    
and prefer  

                                   swampy areas,  
                                   but can grow 

Black Haw leaves have 
no lobes. Right: Black 
Haw berries are black 
with red stems when 
ripe.

Maple-leaved Viburnum are shaped 
like maple leaves. 

Red Elderberry has pyramidal inflo-
rescenes and red berries

in dryer upland forests. I have seen 
Arrowwood on the AT near Pinnacles 
Picnic Area in Shenandoah NP and on 
Bull Run Mountain.

Common Elderberry has large, flat 
inflorescenes.
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The Maryland State Highway Administration is improving and reconfiguring the busy US 40 Appalachian 
Trail parking lot near Myersville, MD. The parking lot will be closed on some weekdays through September 
during these improvements. This lot is a popular trailhead for day hikes to Annapolis Rock, Black Rock Cliff 
and Washington Monument. Weekend parking should not be impacted by the closures.  

     Questions regarding the scope and timeline of the road work should be directed to Sam at the  
Maryland State Highway Administration: email SDelaurence@sha.state.md.us, or phone 301/624-8150. 

US 40 Parking Lot Closures through September

We are aware of properties for sale that fall short of PATC’s land acquisition criteria but adjoin Shenandoah 
Park, the Appalachian Trail corridor, the Tuscarora Trail or federal or state parkland. These properties con-
tain trails PATC maintains and would further PATC’s mission objective by buyers voluntarily placing conser-
vation easements on the properties. Conservation easements protect wildlife habitat and steep slopes by 
reducing or eliminating the amount of development local zoning allows. 

     The donor of the conservation easement would be entitled to federal tax deductions, and in Virginia, 
would additionally be entitled to easement tax credits. PATC will provide the inquirer with the location of 
the property and the realty firm’s contact information. PATC’s interest is to alert members that these prop-
erties exist and hope that a member has an interest in acquiring and preserving them. 

     Anyone interested should email PATC Trail Land Acquisition Chair Phil Paschall, phil.paschall@gmail.com.

Conservation Buyers Wanted

TRAIL OVERSEERS
In any given season, there are dozens of opportunities for trail overseers throughout the region PATC serves. 
Trail sections may run from less than a half mile to several miles long. For more information about Trail Over-
seer duties and a current list of available sections, please visit www.patc.net/helpwanted or contact Trails  
Coordinator Heidi Forrest at 703/242-0315 x107 or Heidi@patc.net.

CORRIDOR MONITORS
The Appalachian Trail follows a narrow corridor of mostly publicly owned land. In 1978, the National Park Ser-
vice (NPS) and the Appalachian Trail Park Office began purchasing the privately owned lands needed to pro-
vide a protected corridor for the trail. The Appalachian Trail Conservancy (ATC) was assigned responsibility for 
the corridor, monitors state and federal lands within established forests and parks, and delegates monitoring of 
NPS lands to local maintaining clubs. PATC has responsibility for NPS corridor lands from Pine Grove Furnace 
State Park in Pennsylvania to Rock Fish Gap in Virginia. The largest parts are in Virginia and West Virginia from 
the Potomac River to Shenandoah National Park. To learn more about this activity and where there are  
volunteer sections available and ways to get involved, contact corridor@patc.net.

TRACT MANAGERS
Help wanted to fill positions for PATC lands along the AT in Virginia and Pennsylvania as well as the Tuscarora 
Trail in West Virginia and Pennsylvania. Help coordinate conservation efforts, maintain boundaries, collect GIS 
data, drive development and implementation of management plans and much more. If interested, please con-
tact Chris Mangold, LandsSupervisor@patc.net.
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H E L P  W A N T E D
Shelter Overseers

Bearfence Hut  SNP Central District - 
Map 10. Contact: John Hedrick,  
540/987-8659 or jhedrick@erols.com

Trail District Managers 

SNP Central District Blue blazed 
[South] - Map 10  Contact: John  
Hedrick, 540/987-8659 or  
jhedrick@erols.com

SNP South District Blue blazed - Map 
11 [Co-District Manager]. Contact: 
Steve Bair, bairprnt@aol.com

Trail Overseers

Pennsylvania AT, Blue blazed &  
Tuscarora - Maps 2-3, 4, J, & K

Contact: Pete Brown, 410/343-1140,  
trailpete@gmail.com

- Rocky Knob, Birch Run Road to Ridge 
Road (4.5 mi)

- PA Tuscarora Trail [J], McClure’s Gap to 
Warner Trail (3.7 mi)

- PA Tuscarora Trail [J], Mountain Road to 
PA 641 (6.2 mi)

- PA Tuscarora [K], Yellow Blazed Trail to 
PA 456 (4.1 mi)

- Hunter Trail, Tuscarora Trail to PA 16 (0.8 
mi)

Harpers Ferry / Ashby Gap AT & Blue 
blazed - Map 7 & 8

Contact: Chris Brunton, 703/967-2226, 
trailbossbtc@msn.com 

- AT Co-Overseer, Loudoun Heights to 
powerline (2.3 mi)

Ashby / Possums AT and Blue blazed 
[Rte. 50 to SNP] - Map 8 and 9

Contact: Jon Rindt, 540/635-6351, 
jkrindt@comcast.net

- AT, Verlin Smith Trail to Manassas Gap 
Shelter (0.9 mi)

- AT, VA 638 to Denton Shelter (1.1 mi)

- AT, Denton Shelter to  power line (1.2 mi)

SNP North District Blue blazed -  
Map 9

Contact: Noel Freeman, 540/850-1397, 
noel.freeman1@gmail.com

- Byrds Nest 4 Access, Skyline Drive to AT 
(.02 mi)

SNP Central District Blue blazed 
[north] - Map 10

Contact: Melvin Ellis, 703/860-1253 or 
540/987-9797, freestatehollow@hotmail.com 

- Nicholson Hollow (upper) [W1/2],  AT to 
Indian Run Trail (1.7 mi)

SNP Central District Blue blazed 
[south] - Map 10

Contact: John Hedrick, 540/987-8659, 
jhedrick@erols.com

- Cat Knob Trail, Laurel Prong Trail to Jones 
Mt. Trail (0.5 mi)

- Jones Mountain Trail, Bear Church Rock 
to Cat Knob Trail (2.8 mi)

- Crescent Rock, Sky Line Drive to the 
Limberlost Trail (1.1 mi)

SNP South District Appalachian Trail 
- Map 11 

Contact: Don White, 804/728-3976 or 
rockfish@southshenandoah.net

- AT, Co-Overseers, McCormick Gap to 
Beagle Gap (1.8 mi)

Tuscarora Central ~ Map L

Contact: John Spies, jspieslp@gmail.com

- Tuscarora Trail, Hampshire Grade Road to 
High Rock (2.7 mi)

- Tuscarora Trail, Northern Rock Field to 
Southern Rock Field (1.5 mi)

- Tuscarora Trail, Larrick Overlook to Lucas 
Woods Trail (2 mi)

Tuscarora South - Map F, G, 9

Contact: John Stacy, 339/223-0416 or 
john.e.stacy@gmail.com

- Tuscarora Trail, Rock Marker to  
Massanutten Trail (1.5 mi)

Massanutten North - Map G

Contact: Anstr Davidson, 703/534-8171, 
anstr@att.net

- Massanutten Trail, Gap Creek Trail to 
Scothorn Gap Trail (2.4 mi)

- Massanutten Trail, Moreland Gap Rd to 
Jawbone Gap Trail (1.6 mi)

Great North Mountain - Map F

Contact: Mike Allen, 540/869-8066,  
mike@mallenpe.com

- North Mt. Trail, VA 691 to Stack Rock 
Trail (2.2 mi)

- North Mt. Trail, Stack Rock Trail to VA 
720 (4.3 mi)

- Stack Rock Trail, Forest Rd. 252 to North 
Mt. Trail (1.5 mi)

- Long Mountain Trail, Trout Pond Trail to 
Forest Rd. 1621 (4.4 mi)

- Half Moon Lookout, Half Moon Trail to 
Half Moon Lookout View (0.8 mi)

Prince William Forest Park

Contact: Mark Ellis, 703/376-4150 or  
Mark.ellis21@comcast.net 

- Algonquin Trail, from parking lot I to 
Quantico Creek (0.2 mi)

- Carter’s Pond Trail, from parking lot to 
dam (0.14 mi)

- Muschette Trail, Orenda Fire Road to 
Orenda Fire Road (0.2 mi)

Manassas National Battlefield Park

Contact: John Price, 703/407-4334 of 
johnp.jp26@gmail.com

- Stone Bridge/Farm Ford Loops (1.3 mi)

- 1st Manassas [north section] (.6 mi)

- 1st Manassas/Matthews Hill (.4 mi)

- Brawner Farm Loop [H] (1.9 mi)

- Deep Cut Loop (1.2 mi)

- Matthew Hill Loop [H] (1.9 mi)

Potomac Heritage & Great Falls Trail 
- Map D

Contact: Alan Day, 703/860-0181 or  
w.alanday@gmail.com

- PHT, Co-overseer, Donaldson Run to Gulf 
Branch (0.6 mi)

MD Montgomery County Parks - Map D

Contact: Lynn Gallagher, 301/320-4862 or 
lynn.t.gallagher@gmail.com; and

Zoe Sollenberger, 703/447-8636 or  
zoe4dogs@shentel.net

- Cabin John, Seven Locks Road [parking] 
to River Road (0.5 mi)

- Cabin John, Democracy Boulevard to 
Tuckerman Lane (2 mi)

District of Columbia - Map N

Contact: Alex Sanders, 703/465-8140, 
wdctrails@yahoo.com

- Soapstone Valley Trail, Co-overseer, 
Broad Branch Rd to Conn. Ave (0.9 mi)
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New Publication: Great Eastern Trail
Our newest publication is the first guidebook to the 200-plus miles of the Great Eastern Trail be-
tween SR55/US 48 and White Sulphur Springs, WV (I-64) in West Virginia and Virginia. The Great  
      Eastern Trail, known as the GET, is an 1,800-mile long trail leading from 

Alabama to New York made up of local trails linked to form a longer path; 
it parallels the Appalachian Trail and in many ways is modelled after it, but 
set farther west and south. The trails making up the sections of the GET 
covered in this guidebook include part of the Allegheny Trail and part of the 
Tuscarora Trail. Between these trails is the Headwaters Section, a series of 
different Forest Service trails and roads largely on Shenandoah Mountain 
and North Mountain. Work towards completion of the GET, organized from 
the local trail clubs in 2007, is ongoing. Progress on the trail and trail up-
dates can be followed in the newsletters found at www.greateasterntrail.
net.  

Trail Guide to Great Eastern Trail US 48 to White Sulphur Springs
Retail Price $12.00 Member Price $9.60

Go Caps! That’s right, GO and get yourself some really neat PATC Caps!
Keep a cool head on the trails with your choice of several new PATC caps.

     Our bio-washed cap is made from lightweight, bio-washed Chino twill, and has a 
six-panel, unstructured design with a pre-curved visor. It comes in tan with the PATC logo 
embroidered on the front. $15; $12 member price.

     Our stonewashed cap is made from 100% heavy cotton twill; it has a six-panel, soft-
crown construction and sports the PATC logo on the front. It has a khaki crown and bill. 
$15; $12 member price.

     Our unstructured low-profile cap in tan made of 100% polyester is perfect for 
hiking and other hot weather activities. It is super lightweight, and has four perforated  
back panels for breathability and moisture-wicking performance. $20; $16 member price.

     Finally, our neon orange knit cap will keep you warm in the cooler months and make you 
visible during hunting season. The 100% acrylic construction is designed to keep you com-
fortable and cozy; the rib-knit cuff keeps your ears warm and the cap snug against your 
head. $16; $12.80 member price.    

     These and many other fine products, books and maps are available from the PATC 
store. Store hours at PATC Headquarters at 118 Park St. SE, Vienna, Va. run from 11:30 

to 1:30 weekdays and 6:00 to 8:00 PM Wednesday evenings; or you can order online at  
www.patc.net/store.
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F O R E C A S T
The Forecast lists activities of interest to PATC members and the hiking public. 
More detailed calendar information appears on the Club’s website along with 
events that were scheduled after the Potomac Appalachian went to press, 
directions, and more. The calendar is at: www.patc.net/calendar.

September 1 (Saturday)
TRAIL WORK -- Stonewall Brigade 
Work Trip, 9:00 a.m.

Meet at the Wolf Gap Recreation Area. 
Bring a lunch, plenty of water, sturdy 
gloves, and something to carry them in. 
Join us for the day, or plan to stay over 
and camp at Wolf Gap.  CONTACT: Mike 
Allen, michael.allen@mallenpe.com

September 4 (Tuesday)
HIKE -- Vigorous Hikers - Buzzard 
Rock/North Massanutten, 8:00 a.m.

Starting at the Buzzard Rock Trailhead on 
Route 619, we will take the Buzzard Rock 
Trail to Shawl Gap, where we will make a 
loop including the Shawl Gap Trail, Route 
613, Sherman Gap Trail, and the Massanu-
tten Trail, and then return on the Buzzard 
Rock Trail. About 16 miles and 3000 feet 
of elevation gain. PATC Map G.  CONTACT: 
Joan DAlonzo, joandalonzo@gmail.com

CLASS -- Best Trails for Autumn 
Hikes, 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Looking for trails that offer fine fall 
colors and nice vistas? Frank Wodarczyk, 
longtime outings leader and contributor 
to PATC guidebooks for over 20 years, 
will show you his favorites, with slides to 
illustrate the attractions of each route. This 
1-hour session at REI’s store in Wood-
bridge, Va. is free, but space is limited, 
and advance registration is required at  
www.rei.com/woodbridge.  CONTACT:  
Larry Broadwell, bakpacker1@verizon.net

MEETING -- Trail Patrol Meeting,  
7:30 p.m.

Trail Patrol meeting: Come see other TPers 
who hike PATC maintained trails and are 
the educational unit of PATC.  CONTACT: 
Christopher Firme, bncfirme@innernet.net

September 5 (Wednesday)
HIKE -- Easy Hikers - Fort Marcy,  
McLean, VA, 10:15 a.m.

Hike five miles on the Potomac Heritage 
Trail from Turkey Run to Fort Marcy.  Meet 
at Fort Marcy. Bring lunch and water. 
A car shuttle will be used.  CONTACT: 
Gary Abrecht, GaryAbrecht@gmail.com 
or 202/546-6089. Cell on day of hike: 
202/365-2921

September 9 (Sunday)
HIKE -- West Chapter Hike - AT in 
northern Virginia, 10:00 a.m.

A 14-mile hike on the AT from Ashby 
Gap to Snickers Gap (VA Route 7) with a 
car shuttle. Meet at the Snickers Gap AT 
parking area.  CONTACT: Dave Jordahl, 
westpatc@hotmail.com

September 11 (Tuesday)
HIKE -- Vigorous Hikers - Brown’s 
Hollow, 8:45 a.m.

Browns Hollow/Catherine Furnace: Starting 
at the commuter lot on VA 211 near New 
Market, we will head south on the Massa-
nutten, Brown’s Hollow, and Roaring Run 
trails, then do a counter-clockwise loop 
with CR 1618A, passing Catherine Furnace.  
Continue north on Roaring Run, Massanu-
tten, Birds Knob, and Massanutten again 
to return to the commuter lot. 19 miles 
and 4100’ of gain. PATC Map H. CONTACT: 
David Saah, davidm.saah@gmail.com

September 12 (Wednesday)
HIKE -- Easy Hikers - Riverbend Park, 
Great Falls, VA, 10:15 a.m.

Hike on the Heritage Trail upriver for one 
mile, then back to the Visitors Center 
on the Bootlegger, Nature Center, and 
Follow the Hollow trails. Lunch will be at 
the picnic tables at the Visitors Center. 
Then we will hike back up on the Madi-
son’s Escape and Bootlegger trails, then 
down to the Heritage Trail and back to the 
Visitors Center. Mileage is 5-6 miles. Bring 
lunch and water.  CONTACT: Len Henzke, 
703/899-5051

September 14 (Friday) 
CLASS -- Great Trails for Civil War 
Hikes, 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Learn about trails that trace the course 
of the War: Gettysburg, Harpers Ferry, 
Richmond and the Shenandoah Valley, etc. 
in well-preserved natural areas from two 
PATC volunteers who produced “The Hik-
er’s Guide to Civil War Trails in the Mid-At-
lantic Region” at the Bailey’s Crossroads 
REI store. Registration is required at www.
rei.com/baileys-crossroads.  CONTACT: 
Larry Broadwell, bakpacker1@verizon.net

September 15 (Saturday)
CLASS -- Leave No Trace Trainer 
Course, 8:00 a.m.

A two-day, cabin format course to enhance 
your understanding of Leave No Trace 
practices and ethics and your level of 
expertise and confidence in teaching Leave 
No Trace skills. On completion of this 
course, participants will be registered as 
Leave No Trace Trainers with the national 
Leave No Trace Center for Outdoors. Par-
ticipants will sleep in bunks/cots inside the 
cabin, which has electricity and a modern 
bathroom. Location: Shenandoah National 
Park; Cost: $45.00 for PATC Members, 
$65.00 Non-members. www.patc.net\lnt  
CONTACT: Cindy Kelly, TPLNT@patc.net

September 15-16 (Saturday and 
Sunday)
TRAINING -- Shenandoah National 
Park North District Trails  
Maintenance Workshop, 8:00 a.m.

The Hoodlums Trail Crew teaches basic 
skills to and advanced training in trail 
design, construction, and maintenance 
to experienced maintainers.  Workshop 
participants have free entrance to the park 
and camping at Mathews Arm Camp-
ground. The workshop will end Sunday at 
1 p.m. $30 fee to cover meals. CONTACT: 
David Nebhut, david.nebhut@gmail.com

September 18 (Tuesday)
HIKE -- Vigorous Hikers - Pine Hill 
Trail to AT and Back, 8:30 a.m.

Start at the parking area off Rt. 681 
and go up Pine Hill Gap trail down the 
Short Mtn Trail, up the Hannah Run trail 
and across to and up the AT. Return via 
the Hazel Mtn. and Broad Hollow trails. 
Approximately 18 miles and 3900 feet 
elevation gain. INFO:  Gene Whitaker   
(genewhit@gmail.com)

MEETING -- PATC Council Meeting, 
7:00 p.m. (Note this is the third Tuesday, 
instead of the usual second, this month)

The PATC Council meets every month 
except for January, July and November 
to conduct the business of the club. All 
members are welcome. Come see how we 
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F O R E C A S T
make decisions about your Club. Meetings 
start promptly at 7 p.m. and end around 9 
p.m. To participate by phone, dial 1-877-
746-4263 and when prompted, enter 
participant code 024 7170#.  CONTACT:  
Robert Christianson, administration@patc.net

September 19 (Wednesday)
HIKE-- Easy Hikers--Kensington Ram-
bler, 10:15 a.m.

A 6-mile hike in several small parks, a por-
tion of the biker/hiker Beach Drive, neigh-
borhood streets, and past the Mormon 
temple. Bring lunch and water.  CONTACT:  
Steve Brickel, 202/297-1570 

September 22 (Saturday)
EVENT -- Saturday Sleuthing

Help the PATC archives identify people in 
pictures. See Page 3 for information.

CLASS-- Wilderness First Aid Class, 
8:30 a.m.

A two day class in Frederick, MD. Students 
receive a waterproof field guide and cer-
tification card good for two years through 
Emergency Care and Safety Institute 
(ECSI). Class is $190.  CONTACT: Saleena 
DeVore, saleena@onthetrailfirstaid.com

TRAIL WORK -- Work Trip, MD AT, 
9:00 a.m.

Please bring water, lunch and gloves.  
Expect to hike 2-5 miles.  Meet near Fred-
erick, MD at 9 a.m. INFO:  Leonard Keifer  
(mdtrail@yahoo.com)

September 22-23 (Saturday and 
Sunday)
TRAINING-- Rigging and Griphoist 
Workshop  9 a.m. Saturday to Noon 
Sunday

Blackburn Trail Center. Bring own food 
and beverages. Blackburn will be available 
Friday evening if you want to arrive in 
advance. CONTACT: Dan Dueweke,  
dandueweke@gmail.com

TRAIL WORK-- Cadillac Crew Work 
Trip, 9:30 a.m.

Build new trails connecting the outbuild-
ings on the property surrounding the 
Vining Cabin. Bring work gloves, lunch and 
water. We will stay at the Vining and Con-
ley Cabins Friday evening through noon 
Sunday. Potluck happy hour, supper and 
breakfasts.  CONTACT: Kirsten Elowsky, 
elowsky.k@gmail.com

September 25 (Tuesday)
HIKE -- Vigorous Hikers, 7:00 a.m.

18 miles on the A T from Thornton Gap/
Panorama to Elk Wallow and return.   
CONTACT: Lou Hurwitz, lou.nutshell@
hotmail.com

September 26 (Wednesday)
HIKE -- Easy Hikers--Great Falls Park 
to Riverbend Park, McLean VA, 10:15 
a.m.

A 4-mile hike from Great Falls Park to 
Riverbend Park on the Potomac Heritage 
Trail, returning to Great Falls along south-
ern trails in Riverbend Park. Bring lunch, 
water and insect repellent.  CONTACT: 
Doris Mattraw, 703/727-8211,  
Dorismattraw@gmail.com

September 29 (Saturday)
TRAIL WORK -- DC Crew Work Trip - 
Rock Creek Park, 8:15 a.m.-Noon

We will work on the Valley Trail. Meet first 
at the Nature Center, 5200 Glover Road 
to carpool to the worksite. Bring gloves.  
CONTACT: Alex Sanders, wdctrails@ 
yahoo.com

October 2 (Tuesday)
HIKE -- Vigorous Hikers - AT, Comp-
ton Peak, Jenkins Gap, Hickerson 
Hollow, 8:00 a.m.

AT south to Jenkins Gap; Jenkins Gap Trail 
to Route 634;  to Route 622 to Lands Run 
Gap Road up to the gap at Skyline Drive; 
Hickerson Hollow Trail to Route 600 to 
Route 602 to Appalachian Trail.  Approxi-
mately 18 miles/3700 feet elevation.  CON-
TACT: Mike Christiani, mike@cptrllc.com

MEETING -- Trail Patrol Meeting, 7:30 
p.m.

Trail Patrol meeting: Come see other TPers 
who hike PATC maintained trails and are 
the educational unit of PATC.  CONTACT: 
Christopher Firme, bncfirme@innernet.net

October 3 (Wednesday)
HIKE -- Easy Hikers -2nd Manassas 
Battlefield, 10:15 a.m.

5-mile circuit hike. Meet at the Brawner 
Farm visitor center parking lot off of Page-
land Ln. Restrooms available. Bring lunch, 
water.  CONTACT: Alan Day, 571/888-
4952, w.alanday@gmail.com

October 6-7 (Saturday-Sunday)
CLASS -- Leave No Trace Trainer 
Course, 7:00 a.m.

See September 15 listing for details.

October 9 (Tuesday)
HIKE -- Vigorous Hikers - Fast tour of 
Rock Creek Park and D.C. Trails, 8:00 
a.m.

19 miles and 2000’.  CONTACT: Bob 
Livezey, bobbilbo@msn.com

MEETING -- PATC Council Meeting, 
7:00 p.m.

See September 18 meeting for informa-
tion.  

October 10 (Wednesday)
HIKE -- Easy Hikers - Little Bennett 
Regional Park, Clarksburg MD,  
10:15 a.m.

5 miles from the Kingsley Parking Area. 
Bring lunch and water.  CONTACT: Ruth 
Healey, home, 301/530-0939; cell on day 
of hike, 406/461-9146.  

October 13 (Saturday)
TRAIL WORK-- DC Crew Work Trip - 
Rock Creek Park, 8:15 a.m.-Noon

We will work on the Valley. Meet first 
at the Nature Center, 5200 Glover Road 
to carpool to the worksite. Bring gloves.  
CONTACT: Alex Sanders, wdctrails@ 
yahoo.com

CLASS -- Wilderness First Aid Class, 
8:30 a.m.

A two-day class located in Frederick, MD. 
Students receive a waterproof field guide 
and certification card good for two years 
through Emergency Care and Safety 
Institute (ECSI). Class is $190.  CONTACT: 
Saleena DeVore, saleena@ 
onthetrailfirstaid.com

TRAIL WORK -- Work Trip, MD AT, 
9:00 a.m.

Meet in Frederick County, MD. We hike 1-5 
miles depending on the agenda. Please 
bring water, lunch, gloves and boots.  
CONTACT: Leonard Keifer, mdtrail@yahoo.
com
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Looking for  
Sunday hikes?

  

Check out the Wanderbirds website,  
www.wanderbirds.org 

They have terrific hikes  
heading out every Sunday!

F O R E C A S T
TRAIL WORK --Stonewall Brigade 
Work Trip, 9 a.m. & North Mountain 
Muster, 3:00 p.m.

Meet at the Wolf Gap Recreation Area  to 
work on trails on Great North Mountain 
in George Washington National Forest. 
Bring a lunch, plenty of water, and sturdy 
gloves. Linger afterwards and help us cel-
ebrate the Fourth Annual North Mountain 
Muster, a gathering of the folks who work 
to keep North Mountain recreation alive 
and well. Then enjoy a potluck dinner.  
CONTACT: Mike Allen, michael.allen@
mallenpe.com

October 16 (Tuesday)
HIKE -- Vigorous hikers, Leading 
Ridge/Hannah Run/Nicholson Hol-
low/Crusher Ridge, 8:00 a.m.

Start from VA-669. 16 miles and over 
4300 feet of ascent.  CONTACT: Rick True 
301/439-5628, rwtgwu1961@gmail.com

October 20 (Saturday)
TRAIL WORK -- North District  
Hoodlums Work Trip, 9:00 a.m.

Work trip on the AT and blue-blazed trails 
in the North District of SNP followed by the 
annual Oktoberfest-themed potluck meal 
at Elkwallow Picnic Area. Come for the 
day, stay for dinner, and camp overnight 
if you wish. Meet at Piney River Ranger 
Station, milepost 22 on Skyline Drive just 
across from Matthews Arm Campground.  
CONTACT: Wayne Limberg, wplimberg@
aol.com

October 23 (Tuesday)
HIKE -- Vigorous Hikers - Austin Mt. - 
Blackrock, 8:30 a.m.

Park at the end of VA Rt 663, ascend the 
Madison Run Road and Austin Mountain 
Trail to the AT, north to turn on the Doyles 
River Trail, then the Jones Run Trail back 
to the AT, and back to the cars via the 
Blackrock Spur and Furnace Mountain 
Trails. 17 miles with 4100 feet.  CONTACT: 
Tom Kloster, twk07@comcast.net

October 24 (Wednesday)
HIKE -- Easy Hikers Riverbend Park, 
Great Falls, VA, 10:15 a.m.

5.5 miles along the Potomac (upstream 
direction and return). Meet in front of 
the Visitor Center (8700 Potomac Hills 
Street, Great Falls, VA 22066). Bring water 
and lunch.  CONTACT: Angela and Chris 

Ehemann, 703/893-3578. Day of cell:  
571/239-3111. acehemann@verizon.net

October 27 (Saturday)
CLASS -- SNP-only Volunteer Chain-
saw RECERT class - SNP HQ, 12:00 
noon

If you volunteer for PATC in SNP and your 
chainsaw card is expiring this year, you 
must sign up for this ONE & ONLY recert. 
CONTACT: Heidi Forrest, hforrest@patc.net 

TRAIL WORK -- DC Crew Work Trip - 
Rock Creek Park, 8:15 a.m.

We will work on a trail to be determined. 
. Meet first at the Nature Center, 5200 
Glover Road to carpool to the worksite. 
Bring gloves.  CONTACT: Alex Sanders, 
wdctrails@yahoo.com

TRAIL WORK -- Work Trip, MD AT, 
9:00 a.m.

Meet in Frederick County, MD. We hike 1-5 
miles depending on the specific agenda.  
Bring water, lunch, gloves and boots.  
CONTACT: Leonard Keifer,  
mdtrail@yahoo.com

October 27-28 (Saturday and 
Sunday)
TRAIL WORK-- Cadillac Crew Work 
Trip, 9:30 a.m. Saturday to Noon 
Sunday

Work on the Loudoun Heights Trail Relo-
cation near Harpers Ferry, digging tread, 

side hilling, and clearing rock. Bring work 
gloves, lunch and water. We will stay at 
the Blackburn Trail Center (bunk rooms 
and tent camping) starting on Friday after-
noon. Some workers needed at the Trail 
Center to assist with cabin maintenance 
items. We will have potluck meals for 
Saturday evening and Sunday breakfast. 
Optional evening activity: pumpkin carving.  
CONTACT: Kirsten Elowsky, elowsky.k@
gmail.com

October 30 (Tuesday)
HIKE -- Vigorous Hikers - Pennsylva-
nia’s Pine Grove Furnace and Kings 
Gap State Parks and Michaux State 
Forest, 8:45 a.m.

Starting at Pine Grove Furnace’s Laurel 
Lake, we will explore some of the trails in 
the area including Pole Steeple, the AT, 
Buck Ridge, Hammonds Rocks, and Kings 
Gap.  Splashdown in Laurel Lake possi-
ble.  CONTACT: Dave Green, dkgreenva@
hotmail.com

October 31 (Wednesday)
HIKE -- Easy Hikers - Brookside 
Gardens and Wheaton Regional Park, 
Wheaton MD, 10:15 a.m.

A 5-mile hike. Meet at the Visitor Center, 
1800 Glenallan Avenue, Wheaton, MD 
20902. Bring lunch and water.  CONTACT: 
Margaret Chapman, 301/977-8988,  
MargtChapm@aol.com
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ABOUT PATC
The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, formed in 1927 to 
build a key section of the 2,190-mile Appalachian Trail. The 7,600-member Club is 
governed by volunteer officers supported by a professional staff.

The PATC maintains the 240-mile AT section from Virginia’s Shenandoah National 
Park to Pine Grove Furnace, Pennsylvania; plus over 800 miles of other trails. We 
manage 42 rental cabins, trail centers and a hostel, and 45 trail shelters. We own, 
manage, and protect related lands. More than 1,000 volunteers contribute over 
100,000 work hours annually, largely in trail and facility maintenance. 

The PATC’s South Shenandoah Valley, Charlottesville, North, and West Chapters 
serve members beyond the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area. Ski Touring and 
Mountaineering sections provide additional opportunities. Our headquarters and 
online store features PATC’s renowned books and maps. 

Please consider making a tax-deductible donation today. Your support makes our 
work possible. 

Learn more at www.patc.net.

HOW TO CONTACT PATC 
Address: 118 Park St. SE, Vienna, VA 22180

Phone: 703/242-0315

E-mail: info@patc.net

Website: www.patc.net

Club President: Joe Lombardo

     President@patc.net   703/850-9541

Staff Director: Robert Christianson   
     Administration@patc.net   703/242-0315 x105

Club Officers, Committee Chairs, and Staff:

     Contact information at www.patc.net/contacts

Potomac Appalachian: PA@patc.net

     Editor: Dan Pulskamp

     Co-Editor: Richard Stromberg

     Layout & Design: Brewster Thackeray
     

PATC Store and Cabin Desk Hours:  
     Monday-Friday, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
     Store only Wednesday night, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Change of address? Update online at   
www.patc.net, or contact membership@patc.net


